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For 10 yearsthe Black Youth Project,housedat the Centerfor the Study
of Race,Politics,andCultureat the University of Chicago,hasdedicated
its work to understandinghe challengesand opportunitiesfaced by

young peopleof color in the contemporey United States.We continue
this missionin this studyof Black millennials.

This report,fiBlack Millennials in Americao reflectsour commitmentto
knowledgevoiceandaction We createknowledgeby detailingthe realt
life experiencesof young Black people and identifying how these
experiencedlistinguishthem from their peers.We help amplify their
voices by providing platforms and opportunitiesfor young people to
weigh in on the issuesmostimportantto them. We hopethe dataand
findings in this reportwill contributeto a call to action to bring about
changerootedin the ways Black millennials experiencecontemporary
America.
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Who are Black Millennials?

We beginour studyof Black millennialswith the PewResearctCenteds definition of the
millennial generationwhich includespeoplebetweenthe agesof 18 and 34. Population
datafrom the U.S. CensusBureauprojectthatthe fimillennialo generatiorwill surpasshe
Baby Boomergeneratior(born betweenl1946 and1964)in populationsizein 2015' The
millennial generatios populationincreasé to approximately75.3 million in 2015 is
duein largepartto increasinghumberof immigrants.

We recognize however,that generationalines arefluid. It is not obvious,for instance,
thatsomeonéornin 1981is uniquelyfimillennial,6 while someonéornin 1980hashad

an entirely different set of life experiencesThus,we focus generallyon young people
without drawing stronglines in the sandbetweenwho is andis not a millennial. This

broaderapproachs of somenecessityasexistingdatado not alwayspermitcomparisons
acrossestablishedyenerationalines. However,in usinga wealth of datathat sometimes
crossesslightly different agegroups,a clear picture emergeshoweverthe generational
linesaredrawn.

The Pew ResearchCenter describesmillennials as fiAmericads most racially diverse
generatiord' About 40 percentof millennialsare nonwhite, including about19 percent
who identify as Latino or Hispanic,about13 percentwho identify as Black or African

Americanandabout6 percentdentifying asAsian American.Basedon immigrationand
birth rates, people of color are projectedto comprise a majority of the millennial

generationwithin severaldecadesMillennials are also considerablymore likely than
oldergenerationso identify asLGBT: 6.4 percentof youngpeopleagesl8to 29 identify

asLGBT, comparedvith 3.2 percentof adultsbetweerthe agesof 30 and44.

Millennials overwhemingly live in or near urban areas.Only about 14 percent of

millennialslive in rural areaswhile 54 percentive in suburbarareasand32 percentive

in central cities. Millennials also face unique economicchallenges Among millennial

householdsthe median householdpretax income was $35,300,0r nearly 20 percent
lower thanthe medianhouseholdncomeof $43,900for youngadultsin 2001 (adjusted
for inflation). Approximately one in five millennials (19.7 percent)lives in poverty,
comparedvith 14.1percenof youngpeoplewho lived in povertyin 1980.



Millennials are less connectedwith traditional institutions than earlier generations.
Approximately29 percentof millennialsarereligiously unaffiliated,comparedvith only

21 percentof Generatio X (born betweenl1965 and 1980) and 16 percentof Baby

Boomers.Millennials arealsomarryingat lower ratesthanearliergenerationsAbout 28

percentof millennials are married,while 38 percentof GenerationX and 49 percentof

BabyBoomerswveremarried atthe sameage.

In this report, we move beyondthese generalcharacteristicio understandhow the
millennial experiencevaries acrossracial groups,with a particularfocus on the Black
millennial experienceTo do so, we make explicit comparisonsand contrastsbetween
Black millennialsandyoungwhite andLatino adults.Throughouthereport,we takecare
to point out areasof commonalitybetweerBlack millennialsandotheryoungadults,but
we also usethesecomparisongo understanchow Black millennials may contrastwith

respecto white andLatino millennials. The comparisongndcontrastave presenin this
report further our knowledge about Black millennials in particular, but also provide
greaterinsight into how lived experiencesattitudesand behaviorsvary acrossracial

groups.



About the Data

In this report, we have compiled data collected from official governmentsources,
including the Bureauof JusticeStatistics the Bureauof Labor Statisticsandthe Centers
for DiseaseControl and Prevention,to describethe statusof Black millennialsin the
contemporaryUnited States.These data are collected by governmentagenciesand
availablefrom governmentwebsites.The authorshad no role in collecting, coding or
analyzingthe data,andthuswe arelimited to the statisticsthatarepublicly available.

To understanchow young peopleperceive experienceandthink abouttheir socialand
political environmentsye usesurveydatawe have collectedoverthelast 10 yearsin a
seriesof original public opinion surveysof nationally representativesamples.These
survey data are publicly available from the Black Youth Project researchpage
(http://research.blackyouthproject.com).

Our first survey,the 2005 Y outhCulture Survey wasconductedoy the National Opinion
ResearcltCenterat the University of Chicago.The surveywasadministeredetweenjuly
and November2009, and included 1,589 respondentgrom a nationally representative
sampling frame of youth betweenthe agesof 15 and 25. This sampling frame was
supplementedvith oversamplesof young peopleliving in areaswith large Latino or
Black populationsandin the Chicagometropolitanarea.Surveyswere completedover
the phoneand the datawere weightedto national populationparametersThe overall
marginof errorfor this surveyis +/- 2.5 percentagg@oints.

Our secondmajor national survey, the Mobilization and Changeproject, consistedof
threesurveysadministeredn 2008and2009. Eachof the surveyswasconductedy GfK
Knowledge Networksusingnationallyrepresentativeamplesof U.S. adults18 yearsand
older, supplementedwith oversamples of Black, Latino and Asian American
respondentsHouseholdswere sampledby KnowledgePanela probability-basedweb
panelthat is designedto be representativef the U.S. population,and were completed
over the Internet. Surveyswere conductedin both English and Spanish.Wave 1 was
completedbetweenOctoberl7 and November3, 2008 andincluded3,181respondents.
Wave 2 was completedbetweenMay 30 and July 24, 2009 and included 2,397 of the
respondentsvho participatedin Wave 1 aswell as 805 new respondentsWave 3 was



completed between November 24, 2009 and January19, 2010 and included 2,478
respondentsvho hadparticipatedn Wave 2 aswell as359 newrespondentslThe overall
marginsof errorfor thesesurveysrangefrom +/- 1.7to 1.8 percentag@oints.

Our third set of surveys,the Black Youth Project Surveys consistedof four surveys
conductedbetween2012 and 2014. The target populationfor thesesurveyswas non
institutionalizedBlack, Latino andwhite adultsresidingin the U.S. andbetweerthe ages
of 18 and 29. Householdswere sampled by KnowledgePanel.The surveys were
conductedin English and Spanish and administeredonline. The first survey was
administered between November 21 and December5, 2012 and included 1,522
respondentsThe secondsurveywas administerecbetweenApril 25 and May 13, 2013
andincluded1,513respondentsThe third surveywas administerecbetweenDecember
12, 2013 andJanuaryl6, 2014 andincluded 1,527 respondentsT he fourth surveywas
administeredbetweenJune7 and June27, 2014, and included 1,556 respondentsThe
overallmarginsof errorfor thesesurveysare+/- 2.5 percentag@oints.

All surveyresultspresentedn this report are weightedso that the samplereflectsthe
characteristic®f the relevantpopulation.Theseadjustmentsorrectfor any differences
betweenthe sampleandthe populationthat resultfrom surveynonresponseaswell as
the oversamplingof Blacksand Latinos. Demographidi.e., gender,age,race/ethnicity,
education,income) and geographic(i.e., censusregion, metropolitan area, primary
languageby censugegion)distributionsfrom the mostrecentCurrentPopulationStudies
wereusedasbenchmarksn this adjustment.

Our primary interestin presentingthesesurveyresultsis in comparingthe findings for
young peopleacrossracial groups.In doing so, the marginsof error increasebecause
eachof thesesubsamplesrepresentonly a portion of all the respondentsncludedin
eachsurvey.Thus,our policy is to highlight differencesbetweernracial groupsonly when
the differencesarestatisticallysignificantatthe 95 percentconfidencdevel.



Overview

Black millennials face unique challenges in a range of areas, including
employment, education, gun violence, health and criminal justice.

A

In the secondquarterof 2015, unemploymentateswere substantiallyhigher for
Black youth thanfor white and Latino youth. For instance , 16.6%of Black youth
betweernthe agesof 20 and24 were unemployedcomparedwith 10.3%of Latino
youthand8.5%of white youthin the sameagegroup.

Young Black womenreportexperiencingliscriminationin the workplacebasedon
raceand/orgenderat considerabljhigherrates(35.6%)thanwhite women(13.9%)
andLatinas(21.2%).

In 2013, 32% of Black youth 18 to 24 yeas of agelived below the povertyline,
comparedvith 17% of white youthand21% of Latino youthin this agegroup.
Among studentsenteringhigh schoolin the 20112012 schoolyear, only 68% of
Black youth were expectedo graduatewithin four years,compaed with 76% of
Latino youthand85% of white youth.

In recentyears,gunrelatedhomicidesamongBlack youth aremorethan17 times
higherthanfor white youthandnearlyfour timeshigherthanfor Latino youth.
Black and Latino youth were much more likely to say they were fiveryd or
fisomewhai afraid of gunviolence:41.2%and42.8%respectivelycomparedwith
15.6%o0f white youth.

In 2013,71.4%o0f youngBlack adultswerecoveredby healthinsurancecompared
with 59.5%o0f youngLatino adultsand79.1%o0f youngwhite adults.
Incarceratiorratesin 2013amongyoungBlack men 18 and 19 yearsof agewere
seventimes higher than they were for young white men and more than twice as
high asfor Latino menin thesameagegroup.

More thanhalf (54.4%)of Black youth reportthatthey or someondgheyknow was
harassedoy or experiencedviolence from the police, comparedwith 32.8% of
white youthand24.8%of Latino youth.

Black millennials are politically engaged, but politicians, political parties,
and organizations must commit their attention, time, and resources to
ensure their political participation.



Black youth havevotedat higherratesthanwhite youthin the lasttwo presidential
elections:52.3% for Black youth vs. 48.3% for whites in 2008 and 45.9% vs.

41.4%in 2012.

Nearly 40 percentof youngBlack (37.3%)andwhite (36.1%)votersand53.6%of

youngLatino votersin the 2012electionwerevoting for thefirst time.

Almost threefourths of young Black adults said they had beenaskedfor voter
identification: 72.9% of young Black reportedthis, a disproportionatelyhigh rate
comparedvith youngwhites(50.8%)andLatinos(60.8%).

PresidentObamds successn winning the youth vote in 2012 was duelargely to

his extremelyhigh levelsof supportfrom youngpeopleof color, including support
from 95.8% of young Black votersand 76.3% of young Latino voters.Lessthan

half (44.7%)of youngwhite voterssupportedObama.

Black millennials have distinct opinions on issues including employment
policy, health policy, immigration and LGBT issues.

A

Overwhelming majorities of Black (80.5%) and Latino (75.9%) youth support
increasingthe federal minimum wage from $7.25to $10.10per hour, compared
with 61.2%o0f white youth.

Large majoritiesof youngBlacks (76.2%)and Latinos (69.6%) reportedthatit is
moreimportantto control gun ownershipthanto protectthe rights of gunowners.
In contrast57.2%of white youthsaidthatit is moreimportantto protecttherights
of gunowners.

More than81.8%of Black youth approvedof the Affordable CareAct, compared
with 51.9%o0f Latino youthand34% of white youth.

While Black (77.5%) and Latino (89.4%) youth supportreforming immigration
with a pathto citizenshipat much higher ratesthan white youth (67.1%), white
(58.7% and Black (52%) youth support the deportation of undocumented
immigrantsat substantiallyhigherratesthanLatino (27.1%)youth.

More than a third (35%) of Black youth identified HIV/AIDS preventionand
treatmentas the single mostimportantissuefor LGBT organizationgo address,
while white youth prioritized samesex marriage (21.3%) and Latino youth
(20.1%)saidthatbullying wasthe mostimportantissuefor the LGBT agenda.
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LIVED EXPERIENCES



ECONOMICS

Young people confront a different set of economic circumstancesthan earlier
generations. We document how these circumstancespresent especially difficult
challengegor Black millennials.

Employment Status and Job Availability

For many millennials, evenentrylevel and minimum wage jobs seemdifficult to come
by. While the national unemploymentrate was 5.3 percent in June 2015, the
unemploymentateamongmillennialswasconsiderablyhigherat 9.6 percent!

As Table 1.1 shows,unemploymentatesvary considerablyacrossracial groups.Based
on datafrom the secondquarterof 2015, unemploymentratesare substantiallyhigher
amongBlack youth thanthey are for white and Latino youth. Nearly a third of Black

youth betweenthe agesof 16 and 19 were unemployed, compared with 16.1% of

white youth and 19.5% of Latino youth. Unemploymentrateswererelatively similar

amongwhite andLatino youngpeoplein the 20-24 and 25-34 agegroups,but remained
considerablyhigheramongBlack youthin the sameagegroups.

Table 1.1: Millennial Unemployment Rates,SecondQuarter (April -June) 2015

Age Blacks Whites Latinos
(%) (%) (%)
16-19 315 16.1 19.5
20-24 16.6 8.5 10.3
2534 10.8 4.5 6.7

SourcelaborForceStatisticsfrom the CurrentPopulationStudy, Table E-16,
fUnemploymenRateshy Age, Sex,Race andHispanicor Latino Ethnicityd
(availableat http://www.bls.gov/web/empsit/cpsee el16.h&ocessed
SeptembeB0, 2015).Datanot seasonallyadjusted.



http://www.bls.gov/web/empsit/cpsee_e16.htm

As Figure 1.1 shows,unemploymentatesamongBlack youth have beenconsiderably
higherthanunemploymentor white andLatino youth for the last 10 years.In 2013,the
averageunemploymentate for Black youth was 20.6%, while unemploymentatesfor
white (9.8%) andLatino (12.1%)youth were substantialljjower. Overthelast 10 years,
unemploymentatesamongBlack youth rangedfrom around14% to morethan24%. In
fact, over the last decade,the worst year of unemployment figures for white youth
(12% in 2010)would have easily beenthe bestunemploymentfigure for Black youth
(14% in 2007).

Figure 1.1: UnemploymentRatesamong18to 29 Year Olds, 20032013
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Data:CurrentPopulationStudies Bureauof Labor Statistics.

Workplace Discrimination and Compensation

We studiedmillennialsd employmentexperiencesvith a nationallyrepresentativsurvey
of youngpeoplewe conductedn June2014.Our datashowthatBlack millennialsreport
higherratesof workplacediscriminationandinadequateaythanotheryoungpeople.

In addition to experiencinghigher unemploymentrates, young people of color, and
especiallyBlack youth, report experiencinghigher ratesof raceand sex discrimination
while searchingor work. As Table 1.2 shows,aboutonein five Black youthand13.1%
of Latino youth reportedexperiencingracial discrimination while applying for jobs.
Black and Latino youth were also far more likely than whitesto reportthat they have
encounteredacialdiscriminationin their workplace.



Table 1.2: Experienceswith Employment Racial Discrimination, 18to 29 Year Olds

Blacks Whites Latinos
(%) (%) (%)
Racialdiscriminationwhile looking 19.7 3.4 13.1
for work
Racialdiscriminationin the 15.6 2.4 9.9
workplace

SourceBlack Youth ProjectSurvey,June2014.

Table 1.3 shows the percentagesf young people by race and sex who reported
experiencingemploymentsex discrimination.Not surprisingly, young womenreported
higherratesof sexdiscriminationthanyoungmen.Interestingly,however,we do not see
evidene of a gendergapin reportedlevelsof workplacediscriminationbetweenLatino
menandLatinawomen.

Table 1.3: Experienceswith Employment Sex Discrimination, 18to 29 Year Olds

Black Black White White Latino Latina

Men Women Men Women Men Women
Sexdiscrimination  13.7 19.2 2.8 8.3 12.0 8.6
while looking for
work
Sexdiscrimination 9.3 12.4 3.5 9.3 7.9 7.3

in theworkplace

SourceBlack Youth ProjectSurvey,June2014.

Further examiningworkplace experienceswe find that young Black women reported
beingdoublypenalizedor theirraceandsex.As Table1.4 showswe find thatmorethan
a third of youngBlack womenreportedexperiencingsomeform of discriminationbased
on raceand/orgenderin the workplace,comparedwith over a quarterof young Black



men. Nearly a quarter of both young Latino men and Latina women reported
experiencingsome form of discrimination, either while searchingfor work or in the
workplace. Young white men and women reportedthe lowest rates of employment
related discrimination. These data highlight the unique challengesthat young Black
womenfacein employmentcomparedo white youthandto youngmenoverall.

Table 1.4: Experienceswith Employment Discrimination, 18to 29 Year Olds

Group Experiencedany discrimination
(%)
Black men 27.7
Blackwomen 35.6
White men 8.8
White women 13.9
Latinomen 24.3
Latinawomen 21.2

SourceBlack Youth ProjectSurvey,June2014.

Using a subjectivemeasureof how young peoplereporttheir workplacecompensation,
we find that sizable majorities of young people of color believe they are underpaid
relativeto their job andtheir accomplishmentat work. Table 1.5 displaysthe data.More
thanhalf of Black youth andnearlytwo-thirds of Latino youth saidthattheyarenot paid
enoughfor thework theydo andhow muchtheygetdone,comparedvith just underhalf
of white youth. As further evidenceof theseperceiveddisparities,Black and Latino
youthreportedthatthey havedifficulty makingendsmeet:More thanhalf of bothgroups
saidthattheamounttheyarepaid doesnot allow themto meettheir financial obligations,
comparedvith overathird of white youth.



Table 1.5: Perceptionsof Workplace Compensation,18to 29 Year Olds

Blacks Whites Latinos
(%) (%) (%)
Not paidenoughfor thework | do 58.1 49.5 67.4
andhowmuchl getdone.
Theamountl ampaiddoesnot 554 37.6 56.2
allow meto fulfill my financial
obligations.

SourceBlack Youth ProjectSurvey,June2014.

Millennialsd perceptionsof inadequatepay largely reflect reatlife differencesin pay
acrossraceandgenderlines. Table 1.6 showsthe medianweekly pay for young people
betweenthe agesof 16 and 24 basedon the first quarteraveragesn 2015. The median
weeklypayfor youngBlack menandwomenis about$100,0r 25 percentJower thanthe
medianweekly payfor youngwhite menandwomen.Young Black menandwomenalso
earnsubstantiallylessthan young Latino/as.Thesepay disparitiesalso help explainthe
patternsshownin the bottomrow of Table 1.5, asunequalpay leadsto the inability to
satisfyfinancialobligationsreportedoy Black andLatino millennials.

Table 1.6: Median Weekly Pay, First Quarter 2015,16to 24 Year Olds

Blacks Whites Latinos
Men $398 $503 $448
Women $375 $476 $415

SourceU.S.Departmenbf Labor,Bureauof Labor Statistics,Table3: fiMedianusualweekly
earningof full -time wageandsalaryworkersby age,race,Hispanicor Latino ethnicity,and
sex,1stquarter2015averagesnot seasonallyadjusted; availableat
http://www.bls.gov/news.release/wkyenqg.t03.l{imcesseduly 15,2015).



http://www.bls.gov/news.release/wkyeng.t03.htm

Poverty and Families

In addition to experiencinggreater difficulties in the workplace, Black millennials

experiencepoverty at far greaterratesthan white and Latino youth. Figure 1.2 below

displaysthe percentag®f youngpeopleliving belowthe povertyline by agegroup.We

notethat youngpeopleliving in groupquarterssuchascollegedormitoriesare excluded
from thesecalculations Povertyrateshavegenerally,thoughnot consistentlyincreased
amongall racial groupsoverthe lastdecadeBlack youth betweenthe agesof 18 and24

exhibitedthe highestpovertyrate.Black youthin this agegroupalsoexperiencec small

increasan povertyrates,while povertydeclinedslightly amongwhite andLatino youth.

In 2013,nearly a third (32.0%) of Black youth 18 to 24 years of agelived below the

poverty line, comparedvith 16.9%o0f white youthand21.3%of Latino youthin thisage
group. Among young people betweenthe agesof 25 and 29, Black young adults

experiencedthe highest poverty rate in 2013 (26.1%), compared with 139% of

whites and 22.0% of Latino/as.

Figure 1.2: Percentageof Young PeopleLiving in Poverty, 20032013
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Theseeconomicchallengesboth reflect and are compoundedby very different family
structuresand birthratesamong millennials. Figure 1.3 below showsbirthratesamong
millennial youth for three age groups: 18-19, 20-24 and 25-29. The plots shav the
numberof childrenbornfor every1,000womenin thatageandracial group.In general,
birthratesare much higher for young people of color than they are for white youth,
although birthrateshave also declinedamong Black and Latina women over the last
decadeln 2013, 6.6% of Black women18-19 yearsof agegave birth, comparedwith
10.1%of Black womenages20-24, and9.2%of Black womenages25-29. Among white
women,3% of thoseagesl8 and19 gavebirth in 2013,comparedvith 4.6%betweerthe
agesof 20 and 24 and 4.8% betweenthe agesof 25 and 29. Finally, amongLatina
women, 6.3% of womenages18 and 19 gave birth in 2013, comparedwith 9.3% of
womenbetweer?0 and24, and11.2%of womenbetweer25 and?29.

Births per 1,000

Figure 1.3: Birthrates among18to 29 Year Old Women, 20032013
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EDUCATION

Education is one of the most important predictors of personal successand life
satisfaction.Social mobility dependsin part on the ability of youngergenerationso
obtaingreatereducationabutcomeghantheirp ar eandg $ @ n d p gemegtiohss 0
A reporton ethnic and racial disparitiesin educationissuedin 2012 by the American
PsychologicalAssociationconcluded:

[Ethnic andracial] educationatlisparities(1) mirror ethnicandracial disparitiesin
socioeconomicstatusas well as health outcones and healthcare(2) are evident
earlyin childhoodandpersistthroughthe K-12 educationand(3) arereflectedin .
.. dropoutandgraduatiorrates.,. . . , enrollmentin highereducationaswell asin
behavioralmarkersof adjustmentincluding ratesof beingdisciplined,suspended,
andexpelledfrom schools"

In this sectionwe documentthe educationalexperiencesand outcomesof millennials.
The Pew ResearchCenter reports that high school completion ratesin 2013 were
substantiallylower among millennials of color than they were for white youth. Their
analysisshowsthat 79% of Latinos and 82% of Blacks betweenthe agesof 18 and 24
hadhigh schooldegreesgcomparedvith 89% of white youthin the sameagegroup”

We note,however thattheseaveragestatisticsobscureregionalandgeographiovariation
in high schoolcompletionrates.Graduationratesare substantiallylower in major cities,
and especiallyin major cities with sizable populationsof peopleof color Table 1.7
showsthe four-year graduationratesfor public schoolsin New York City, Chicago,and
Los Angelesfor studentsvho enteredhigh schoolin the 20132011 schoolyear.In each
city, four-year graduationrateswere substantiallylower for Black students(60%, 54%
and 71%, regectively) than they were for white students(78%, 74% and 84%,
respectively)In ChicagoandLos Angeles,Black graduationrateswere alsolower than
Latino graduatiorrates(67%and76%, respectively).



Table 1.7: Four-Year High SchoolGraduation RatesamongFreshmenEntering
High Schoolin the 20102011SchoolYear

RacialGroup  NewYork Chicago Los Angeles
(%) (%) (%)
Black 60 54 71
White 78 74 84
Latino 57 67 76

Data: New York Departmentof Education,availableat http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/
rdonlyres/04A151BAF9E449608881-E1B07AA57DF8/184213/
Graduation_Rates_Public_Citywidsx;, Chicago Public Schools, available at
http://schoolreports.cps.edu/cpsedu/schooldata/website_cohort 4Yrand5Yr_citywide
1999through2014lgx; Los Angeles Unified School District, available at
http://home.lausd.net/apps/news/article/414¢dbaccessebeptembeBO, 2015).

Figurel.4 belowshowsannualhigh schooldropoutratesamong15- to 24-yearoldsfrom
1994 to 2013. Dropout rates among Black youth have been consistentlyhigher than
dropout rates among white youth. The data do contain some good news, however.
ThoughdropoutratesamongBlack youth havebeensomewhatvariable,in generalthey
havedecreasedn recentyears,reachinga low of 3.2%in 2010. Disparitiesin dropout
ratesbetweenBlack and white youth decreaseds well. In 1994, the first year of data
below, the Black dropoutrate was 6.1% comparedo 4% for white youth, but by 2013,
Black (4.9%) and white (4.1%) youth had nearly identical dropoutrates.The relatively
high variability in Black dropoutratessuggestshowever,that we shouldinterpretthe
datapointsfrom anyoneyearwith somedegreeof caution.

At the sametime, dropoutdisparitiesbetweenLatino and Black youth have basically
disappearedn 1994 the Latino dropoutratewas9.2%,while the Black dropoutratewas
6.1%.Sincethen,the Latino dropoutratehhassteadilydeclinedandby 2013,fell to 5.3%,
comparedwith 4.9% for Black youth. Thus, while Latino youth have madesystematic

advancesn reducingthis educationaldisparity, dropoutrateshave beenmore stubborn
amongBlack youth.
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Figure 1.4: Annual High SchoolDropout Ratesof 15to 24 Year Olds, 19942013

Annual dropout rate
l

AN

1994 1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012

Data: CensusBureau, School Enroliment, Current PopulationSurvey Historical
Tableson SchoolEnroliment, Table A-4, fiAnnual High SchoolDropoutRatesby
Sex,Race,Grade,andHispanicOrigin: Octoberl967to 201306

Graduationratesrevealmoresignificantdifferencesacrossacialgroups.Table1.8 below
showsthe percentagesf enteringhigh schoolfreshmanwvho graduatedvithin four years.
Black four-yeargraduatiorratesaresubstantiallyjower for Black youththantheyarefor
either white or Latino/ayouth. The average freshman graduation rate for students
who entered high schoolin the 2011/2012school year was 68% for Black youth,
comparedwith 76% for Latino youth and 85% for white youth.
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Table 1.8: Percentageof Entering High SchoolFreshmanGraduating Within Four
Years, 20072012

Year Black White Latino
(%) (%) (%)
2007/2008 61 81 64
2008/2009 63 82 65
2009/2010 66 83 71
2010/2011 67 84 75
2011/2012 68 85 76

Data:U.S. Departmenbf EducationNationalCenterfor EducationStatistics,
CommonCoreof Data(CCD), "NCES CommonCoreof DataStateDropoutand
GraduatiorRateDatafile," SchoolYear2011-12, PreliminaryVersionla; School
Year201011, Provisionalla; SchoolYear200910, 1a; SchoolYear200809, 1a;
SchoolYear200708, 1b. Tablefrom the NationalCenterfor Educational
Statisticsavailableat http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/tables/AFGR0812.éeresseduly
15,2015).

Trendsin high school dropout rates also obscuredifferencesin when young people
completehigh school and what they do afterward. Table 1.9 providesa snapshotof
schoolenrollmentdatafor 18 and19-yearoldsfrom 2013.Black youthin this agegroup
were mostly likely to still be in high school,andleastlikely to be enrolledin college.
Nearly 30% of Black youth were still in high schoolat 18 and 19, comparedwith 20
percentor lessof white andLatino/ayouth. The dropoutratewashighestamongLatino/a
youthat this age,with 9.7%of Latino/asreporteddroppingout of school,comparedwith

7.1% of Black youth and 5.3% of white youth. The largest difference is in college
enroliment: More than half of white youth were enrolled in college,compared with

slightty more than a third of Black youth and Latino youth.
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Table 1.9: Enrollment Statusof 18- and 19-Year-Olds, 2013
Still in high Dropped High school  Enrolledin

school(%) out (%) graduatg%)  college(%)
Black 29.6 7.1 28.8 34.6
White 18.4 5.3 25.0 51.2
Latino/a 20.8 9.7 31.0 38.5

Data:U.S.CensudBureau fiTableA-5b. The Populationl8 and19 YearsOld by SchoolEnrolimentStatus,
Sex,Race,andHispanicOrigin: Octoberl967to 2013); availableat http://www.census.gov/hhes/school/
data/cps/historical/TableBb.xIs(accesseduly 15,2015).

College Attendance

As Table 1.10 shows, college attendancerates among Black youth have generally
increasedover the last decade but there are still importantdifferencesbetweenBlack
youthandwhite andLatino youth.Overthis time period,betweerb5% and70% of Black
youth enrolledin collegeimmediatelyfollowing high schoolgraduationin eachyear,the
rateof collegeenrollmentimmediatelyafter high schoolgraduationvaslowestfor Black
youth.Forinstancejn 2013,the mostrecentyear for which data are available, 68.8%
of white youth who graduated high school in 2013 enrolled in college that fall,
comparedwith 56.7% of Black youth and 59.8% of Latino youth.
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Table 1.10: Percentageof High SchoolCompletersWho Immediately Enrolled in
College, 20052012

Year Black White Latino
(%) (%) (%)
2005 55.7 73.2 54.0
2006 55.5 68.5 57.9
2007 55.7 69.5 64.0
2008 55.7 71.7 63.9
2009 69.5 71.3 59.3
2010 62.0 70.5 59.7
2011 67.1 68.3 66.6
2012 56.4 65.7 70.3
2013 56.7 68.8 59.8

Data:U.S. Departmenbf CommerceCensuBureau,CurrentPopulationSurvey.
Table302.20,fiPercentagef recenthigh schoolcompleterenrolledin 2- and4-
yearcollegespy race/ethnicity1960through20135; availableat
https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d14/tables/dt14 302.3a@ssseduly 16,
2015).

Figure 1.5 providesa wider view on differencesin college enrollmentamongyoung
people,anddisplaysthe percentagesf youngpeoplebetweerthe agesof 18 and24 who
were enrolledin collegeover the last 20 years.College enrolimentratesamongBlack
youth haverisensharplyover this time period.In 1993,24.5%  of Black youth 18 to 24
yearsof agewere enrolledin college. This increasedo 31.9% by 2002 and 36.4%in
2012.Latino collegeenrollmentrateshaverisenevenmorestrongly,from 21.7%in 1993
to 37.5%by 2012.

At the sametime, however,increasesn college enrollmentamongyouth of color have
not eliminatedthe disparity betweenwhite youth and young peopleof color. Over the
entiretime period, collegeenrolimentwas significantly higher for white youth than for
youngpeopleof color. To put this into perspectiveonly in two recent years (2010and
2011)were collegeenrollment rates among Black youth higher than they were for
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white youth in_1993 Thus,despitethe steadyincreasan college enrolimentratesamong
youngpeopleof color, significantdisparitiesin collegeattendanceemain.

Figure 1.5: Percentageof 18to 24 Year Olds Enrolled in College, 19932012
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Data:U.S. Departmenbf CommerceCensusBureau,CurrentPopulationSurvey.

Young people who pursue higher education often have very different educational
experiencesdasedon race and ethnicity. Table 1.11 showsenrollmentratesin 2013
acrossdifferent kinds of higher educationsettings.Black and Latino youth enroll in

higher educationat significantly lower rates: More than half of white high school
graduates, were enrolled in two-year or four-year colleges, graduate school, or

vocationalschoolin 2013, comparedwith 43.1% of Black youth and 44.2% of Latino

youth. While two-yearcollegeenrollmentrateswere higheramongLatino youththanfor

either Black or white youth, but white youth had higher enrollmentratesat four-year
collegesthan either Blacks or Latinos. Finally, amonghigh schoolgraduatesvho were
not enrolledin an institution of higherlearning,employmentratesvaried substantially.
Nearly a quarter of Black high school graduateswere neither enrolled in school or

employedcomparedvith 13.4%o0f white youthand19.1%of Latino youth.
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Table 1.11: Enrollment Statusof High SchoolGraduatesAges15to 24,2013

Two-yearcollege Fouryearcollege = Graduate Vocational Not enrolled
school school
Full-time Parttime Full-time Parttime Employed Not Employed
(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
Black 9.7 2.8 23.3 2.7 3.0 1.6 33.5 23.4
White 8.7 2.8 28.7 2.6 4.3 0.9 34.8 13.4
Latino/a 11.7 5.9 18.7 4.1 2.5 1.2 36.7 19.1

Data:U.S.CensudBureaufiTable7. EnrolimentStatusof High SchoolGraduated 5to 24 YearsOld, by Type of
School,AttendanceStatus,Sex,Race andHispanicOrigin: October2013); availableat
http://www.census.gov/hhes/school/data/cps/2013/tables(atmésseduly 15, 2015).

Not only do college enrollment rates differ acrossracial groups, but so do college
graduationrates.Table 1.12 below showscollegegraduationratesamongyoung people
who first enrolled in college between 2002 and 2006. During this time period,
approximaely 20% of Black youth who enrolled in college completedtheir college
educationGraduatiorratesweresomewhatigherfor Latino youth, rangingfrom 26.4%
amongstudentsenteringcollegein fall 2002 to 29.2% amongpeoplewho enrolledin
college beginnng in 2006. Graduationrates were substantiallyhigher among white
youth, howeveri approximatelytwice as high as graduationratesamongBlack youth.
College graduationratesamongwhite youth rangedfrom 39.3% amongstudentswho
enrolledin 2002to 42.6%for studentsvhofirst enrolledin 2006.

It is againworth pointing out thatthe numbersn Table1.12do not fully portraythe full
extentof disparitiesrelatedto collegegraduation.The datadiscussedboveindicatethat
Black youth attend college at considerablylower ratesthan white youth. Thus, when
evaluatingthe numbersin Table 1.12, it is importantto rememberthat differencesin
collegeenrollmentplus differencesin collegegraduationratesresultin hugedifferences
acrosgacialgroupsin the percentagesf youngpeoplewho receivea collegedegree.
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Table 1.12: CollegeGraduation Ratesfor 20022006 Entering Cohorts

Yearentered Black White Latino
college (%) (%) (%)
2002 20.4 39.3 26.4
2003 19.9 40.0 26.5
2004 20.4 41.1 27.9
2005 20.8 41.9 28.6
2006 20.5 42.6 29.2

Data:U.S. Departmenbf EducationNationalCenterfor EducationStatistics,
IntegratedPostSecondaryEducationDataSystem Spring2007Spring2013.
Table326.10:Graduatiorratesof first-time, full -time Bachelofs Degreeseeing
studentsat four-yearpostsecondarynstitutions.

Finally, evenamongyoungpeoplewho do attendandgraduatdrom college,Black youth
experiencesignificantly largerfinancial burdenghanwhite youth. Table 1.13providesa
shapshobf studentloan debtamongthosewho graduatedrom college.Approximately
two-thirds of Black collegegradua¢sd 66.9%® had more than $20,000in studentloan
debt. Lessthan half of white youth (48.4%) and Latino youth (46.4%) graduatedwith
similar debt burdens.The differencesare especiallylarge at the top end of the scale.
More than a third of Black youth had $35,0000r morein studentloan debt,compared
with lessthana quarterof white youthandLatino youth

These differencesin studentloan debt are important becausethis financial burdens
Impactsthe opportunitiesthat young people have after graduatingfrom college. They
also provide insight into the barriers Black millennials face when it comesto saving
moneyfor home ownershipand retirement.Thesedisparitiesin the educationalystem
are alsoindicative of the problemBlack millennialsfacein accunulating wealth at the
samerateaswhite youth.
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Table 1.13: PostCollegeStudent Loan Debt Burden, 2009

$0 $1- $11,606 $20,006 $35,000+
11,599 19,999 34,999

Black 3.2% 152% 14.7% 31.2% 35.7%
White 5.7 23.6 22.4 25.1 23.3
Latino 6.7 29.5 17.6 24.1 22.1

Data:U.S. Departmenbf EducationNationalCenterfor EducationStatistics,
IntegratedPostSecondarfEducationDataSystem 2008/12Baccalaureatand
BeyondLongitudinalSurvey.

The datapresentedn this sectiondemonstratéhe myriad waysin which peopleof color,

and Black youth in particular,experiencethe educationalystemvery differently from

white youth. As the other sectionsin this report indicate, theseeducationaldisparities
mirror disparitiesin employmentandhealth.In addition theseeducationdisparitieshave
long-lasting implications for young people of color. Though Black youth have made
manystridesin educationover the last severaldecadesgconsiderablavork remainsto be
doneto closethe gapsin educationabpportunitiesandachievement.
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HEALTH CARE & GUN VIOLENCE

Young peopleconfront different challengesand have vastly different experiencesvith
their healthandthe healthcaresystem.Figure 1.6 below displaysdatafrom the Centers
for DiseaseControl and Preventionon how young people evaluatetheir health. The
figure showsthe percentagef youngpeoplebetweerthe agesof 18 and24 who reported
thattheir healthis fiexcellend or fivery goodo (The otherresponseptionswerefigoodo
fifairo or Apooro)

Young peopleof color reportsubstantialljower evaluationsof their healthcomparedo
white youth. In eachyear, about80% of young white men and young white women
reportedthat their healthwas fiexcellend or fivery goodo In comparisonpetween65%
and 70% of youngBlack menand young Black womenratedtheir healthsimilarly. We
also find these patterns among young Latino men and women.

Figure 1.6: Percentageof 18to 24 Year Olds Who Rate Their Health asAExcellentd
or fiVvery Goodo, 20022013
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Data:NationalHealthandNutritional ExamSurvey,Centerdor DiseaseControlandPrevention.
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Health Markers and Outcomes

Young peoplés lifestyles vary tremendouslyacrossrace and sex or gender.Figure 1.7
below shows the percentagesof young people ages 18 to 24 who met federal
recommendationfor physicalactivity. The federalgovernmenrecommends5 minutes
per week of fivigorou aerobicor musclestrengtheningactivity, or 150 minutes per
weekof imoderat® aerobicor musclestrengthening@ctivity.

First, acrossall racial groups and years, men exhibited substantiallyhigher rates of
physicalactivity thanwomen.Young Black menreportedengagingn physicalactivity at
more than three times the rates of young Black women. Young Latino men reported
meetingfederal guidelinesfor physicalactivity at more than twice the ratesof young
Latina women. Similarly, young white men reported consistently higher levels of
physicalactivity thanyoungwhite women.

SecondFigure 1.7 showsthat ratesof physicalactivity differed by raceaswell assex.
Among men, the differenceswere relatively small betweenBlack and white youth, but
the differenceswere generallylargerwhenwe comparedlack and white mento young
Latino men. With the exceptionof 20112013, when the differenceswere small across
eachracial group, young Latino men reported substantiallylower rates of physical
activity. Young womenof color, however,consistentlyreportedlower ratesof physcal
activity thanyoungwhite women.Across both race and sex,young Black and Latina
women reported the lowest rates of physical activity.

The data clearly demonstratehat both race and sex are associatedvith how young
peopleengagein healthybehavors. Though physicalactivity is certainly not the only
measureof healthfulnessit is an importantleadingindicator of health challengeghat
young people may face down the road. First Lady Michelle Obamds flLetés Moveo
initiative is an important campagn for helping to establishhealthful routinesamong
young people.At the sametime, improving the health of our young peoplerequires
acknowledgingthat young people differ in the challengesthey face for engagingin
healthfulbehaviors.
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Figure 1.7: Percentageof 18to 24 Year Olds Who Met Federal Guidelinesfor
Physical Activity, 20022013
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Data:NationalHealthandNutritional ExamSurvey,Centerdor DiseaseControlandPrevention.

Table 1.14 below showsthe most recentdata availableon obesity ratesamongyoung
peoplebetweenthe agesof 20 and39"" The numbersin the table showthe percentages
of youngpeoplewho arecharacterize@sobesewhich s indicatedby a body-massndex
(BMI) of 30 or greater.The percentagesn Table 1.14 reflect the patternsfor physical
activity we showedin the figures above.Among both young men and young women,
white youth exhibited substantiallylower ratesof obesitythan young peopleof color.
About a quarterof young white men were consideredobese,comparedwith a third or
moreof youngBlack andLatino men.Youngwhite womenalsoexhibitedlower obesity
ratesthanyoungLatinawomen,while the obesityrateof youngBlack women,at 55.8%,
was nearly double the obesity rate among young white women and more than 20
percentag@ointshigherthantheratefor youngBlack men.Becausebesityis associated
with arangeof healthrelatedissuesthe datain this tableindicatethat Black andLatino
millennials andespeciallyyoungBlack women,facea uniquesetof healthchallenges.
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Table 1.14: Obesity Ratesamong20to 39 Year Olds, 2011-:2012

Sex Black White Latino
(%) (%) (%)
Men 34.9 24.6 42.0
Women 55.8 27.8 35.8

Data: National Health and Nutritional Exam Survey, Centersfor Disease Control and
PreventionReportedn CynthiaL. Ogden,MargaretCarroll, Brian Kit, andKatherineFlegel,
fiPrevalencef Childhoodand Adult Obesityin the United States2011-2012¢0 Jounal of the
AmericanMedical Association(2014),311:806-814.

ConfrontingHIV/AIDS remainsanimportantchallengefor communitiesof color. Figure
1.8 below showsthe numberof newHIV diagnoseger 100,000peoplein recentyears.
The datareveal severalimportant patterns.First, HIV ratesare highestamongyoung
Black men. Among young Black men betweenthe agesof 13 and 24, HIV diagnoses
significantly increasedbetween2007 and 2010, from 114.1 per 100,000to 144.9 per
100,000.0ver this sametime period, HIV diagnosesalso increasedamongwhite and
Latino menin the sameagerangesthoughthe infection rateswere substantiallylower
thantheywerefor Black youth. Amongyoungmenbetweenthe agesof 13 and24, white
HIV ratesincreasedrom 9.7 to 131 per 100,000and Latino HIV infectionsincreased
from 35.8t0 41.4per100,000.

We find similar racial differencesamongyoung men betweenthe agesof 25 and 34,
thoughinfection rateshave decreasedlightly in this age group. In 2010, 31.1 out of
every 100,000white menwerediagnosedvith HIV, andHIV diagnosisrateswere more
thandouble(69.7 per 100,000)amongLatino menandnearlyfive timesashigh among
Black men(150.5per100,000).

On the whole, HIV infection rateswere substantiallylower amongyoung womenthan
among young men. However, young Black women experienced HIV at
disproportionatelyhigh ratescomparedwith young white and Latino women.Between
2007and2010,therateof newHIV infectionswasmorethan 13 timeshigherfor Black
women betweenthe agesof 13 and 24 than it was for white womenin the sameage
group.Among Black womenbetweenthe agesof 25 and 34, the HIV infection ratewas
morethan 11 timeshigherthanit wasfor white womenof the sameage.Young Latino
womenalso experiencedHlV infectionsat two to threetimesthe ratesfor youngwhite
women.
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Thoughmanymedicaladvancesiavebeenmadein recentyearsto treatindividualswith
HIV/AIDS, it continuesto be an extremelyserioushealthcondition. It requiresconstam
managemenand expensive potentially disruptive treatments.Thoughthe media often
focusesprimarily on gay white menwhendiscussingHIV rates,the datahereshowthat
HIV disproportionatelyaffectsyoung peopleof color, and especiallyyoung Black men
andwomen.Disparitiesin HIV ratesthus presentanotherindicator of the uniquehealth
challengeghatBlack millennialsface.

Figure 1.8: HIV IncidenceRatesper 100,000among13to 34 Year Olds, 20072010
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Data:Centerdor DiseaseControlandPreventionfiEstimatedHIV Incidencein the United
States20072010.HIV SurveillanceSupplementaReport2012:17; availableat
http://www.cdc.govhiv/topics/surveillance/resources/reports#suppleméatalessed
Februaryl7,2015).

Table1.15below summarizeghe top five leadingcausesof deathamongyoungpeople
betweenthe agesof 18 and 29. Homicide, unintentionalinjuries, suicide, heartdisease
and cancerwere the top five leading causesof deathfor eachracial group, yet these
causesf deathaffectedyoung peopleat very different ratesacrossracial groups.Over
40 percentof all deathsamongBlack youth were due to homicide.Homicide was also
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responsibldor almosta quarterof deathsamongLatino youth, but lessthan5 percentof
deathsamong white youth. Over half of deathsamong white youth were due to
unintentionalinjuries, such as car accidents,comparedwith abouta quarterof Black
youthandlessthanhalf of Latino youth.In contrastsuicideaccountedor a considerably
larger percentageof deathsamongwhite youth (15.0%) than it did for either Black
(5.5%)or Latino (9.3%)youth.However,recentresarchsuggestshatsuiciderateshave
increasedecentlyamongBlack youth,andespeciallyamongyoungBlack men,possibly
due to changing norms of suicide acceptability and especially harsh childhood
experiencesvith poverty”™ Thoughnotalargenumberoverall, deathsrom heartdisease
occurredat greaterratesamongBlack youth than white or Latino youth, while cancer
wasa more prevalentfactorin deathsamongLatino youth than Black and white youth,
(althoughthesedifferencesarerelativelysmall).

Table 1.15: Leading Causesof Deathamong18to 29 Year Olds, 2007

Cause Black White Latino

(%) (%) (%)

Homicide 43.7 4.8 22.8
Unintentionalinjury 23.5 56.3 44.2
Suicide 5.5 15.0 9.3
Heartdisease 4.8 2.9 2.6
Cancer 3.6 4.9 6.1

Data:Centerdor DiseaseControl, Web-basednjury StatisticsQueryandReportingSystem;
availableat http://www.cdc.gov/injury/wisgars/facts.htrfdccesseduly 16,2015).

Health Care Coverage

Giventhe conditionsoutlinedabove,accesgo healthcareis importantfor all millennials,
and for Black millennials in particular. As Table 1.16 shows, young peopleof color
betweernthe agesof 18 and24 havesubstantiallyjower ratesof healthinsurarcte coverage
than white youth in the sameage group. Over the last severalyears,however, health
insurancecoveragerates have increasedamong Black youth, to 71.4% in 2013, but
remainlower than healthinsuranceratesfor white youth, which roseto 79.1%over the
sametime period.Healthinsuranceatesfor Latino youth arelowest: While coveragehas

24


http://www.cdc.gov/injury/wisqars/facts.html

increasedo just under60% in 2013, Latino youth continueto lag far behindBlack and,
especiallywhite youth.

Table 1.16: Health Insurance CoverageRatesamong 18to 24 Year Olds

Year Black White Latino
(%) (%) (%)
2009 65.9 73.5 51.4
2010 66.4 73.2 51.8
2011 69.8 77.1 56.0
2012 70.8 78.4 58.0
2013 71.4 79.1 59.5

Data:U.S.CensusBureau, AmericanCommunitySurveys fiHealthinsuranceCoverage
StatusBy Ageod (TablesB27001A,B27001B,andB270011);availableat
http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/hlthins/data/acs2&f 2.html(accesseduly 17,2015).

Table1.17showsthatthe source of healthinsurancecoveragevariesconsiderablyamong
young people.Black youth exhibit the highestratesof Medicaid coverageas 29.4% of
Black youth betweenl8 and24 yearsof agewerecoveredoy Medicaidin 2013.Nearlya
quarterof Latino youth were coveredby Medicaidin 2013, which wasup slightly from
2010.Medicaidcoverageaatesamongwhite youth were considerablyower, by about10
percentag@ointsor moreduringthetime period.
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Table 1.17: Medicaid CoverageRatesamong18to 24 Year Olds

Year Black White Latino
(%) (%) (%)
2009 26.6 13.0 *
2010 24.8 134 194
2011 24.9 14.2 20.7
2012 25.1 13.5 20.5
2013 29.4 11.6 23.9

Data:U.S.CensusBureau,CurrentPopulationSurveys Annual SocialandEconomic
Supplementavailableat http://www.census.gov/hhes/hlthins/data/incpovhlith/index. latmel
http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/cpbtes/032014/health/h01_000.htatcesseduly 17,
2015).* figureswereunavailable.

Evaluations of the Health Care System

Table 1.18 reportsthe resultsof a surveywe conductedn January2014 amongyoung
peoplebetweenthe agesof 18 and 29 who were askedabouttheir experiencesvith the
health care system.Black youth provided consistentlylower evaluationsof the health
care systemthan white youth. Justmore than half of Black and Latino youth ratedthe
healthcaretheyreceivedasfiexcellend or goodo comparedwith 61.3%of white youth.
FewerBlack youth (19.8%)thanwhite youth (22.0%)ratedthe quality of healthcarein
this country as fexcellend or figoodo though this difference is not statistically
significant.Interestingly thoughLatino youth arelesslikely to havehealthcarecoverage
than Black and white youth (seeTable 1.16), considerablylarger proportionsof Latino
(31.0%)youthratedthe quality of U.S. healthcareasfiexcellend or figoodo We alsofind
importantdifferencesn how youngpeopleratethe quality of their healthcarecoverage.
Nearlyhalf of white youth saytheyhavefiexcellend or fivery goado healthcarecoverage,
comparedwith only 35.7%of Black youth and 38.8%of Latino youth. Thus,compared
with white youth, young peopleof color reportreceivingboth lower quality healthcare
andlower quality healthcarecoverage.
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Table 1.18: Assessmentsf the Health Care Systemamong18to 29 Year Olds, 2014

Black White Latino
(%) (%) (%)
Ratethe quality of the healthcarel 52.1 61.3 50.8
receiveasexcellentor very good.
Ratethe quality of healthcarein this 19.8 22.0 31.0
countyasexcellentor very good.
Ratethe quality of my healthcare 35.7 47.8 38.8

coverageasexcellentor very good.

SourceBlack Youth ProjectSurvey,January2014.

As the dataaboveshow,Black millennialsconfronta uniquesetof healthchallengesand
have lower ratesof healthinsurancecoveragethan other young people.Thesefactors
haveimportantconsequence®r the quality of youngpeoplés healthandthe healthcare
theyreceive.

Gun Violence and Homicide

In the wake of surgesof homicidesin citieslike St. Louis and massshootingdike those
in CharlestonSouthCarolina,theissueof gunviolencehasagainrisento the forefrontof
currentevents.As Figure 1.9 makesclear, gun violenceis not felt uniformly among
youngpeople.Black youth betweernthe agesof 10 and24 aredisproportionatdhomicide
victims. In 2010, roughly 40 out of every 100,000 young people were victims of
homicide.Aboutthreequartersof thesevictims wereBlack youth.
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Figure 1.9: Homicide RatesamongYoung People(agesl10-24),2003 2010
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Racial disparity in homicides is largely a result of disparitiesin homicidesfrom gun
violence.Table 1.19 showshomicideratesfrom firearmsamongyoung peoplebetween
theagesof 18 and?29. It is importantto point outthatthis is a slightly differentagegroup
than what is shown aboutin Figure 1.9, which explainswhy the figures may not be
comparable.Gun-related homicides among Black youth are more than 17 times
higher than they are for white youth, and nearly four times higher than they are for
Latino youth. Gun-related homicides are also about five times higher for Latino
youth than they are for white youth. Young millennials of color, and Black youthin
particular,arevictims of gunviolenceat substantiallyhigherratesthanwhite youth.
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Table 1.19: Homicide Ratesfrom Firearms among18-29 Year Olds, 20032007

Year Black White Latino
(#perl00K) (#perlO0K) (#perl00K)

2003 54.0 2.9 15.2
2004 50.4 2.7 13.8
2005 53.8 2.8 14.3
2006 55.8 2.8 14.2
2007 52.3 3.1 13.4

Data:Centerdor DiseaseControl, Web-basednjury StatisticsQueryand
ReportingSystem;availableat http://www.cdc.gov/injury/wisgars/facts.html
(accesseduly 16,2015).

Experiences with Gun Violence

We find in our own surveysthat, consistentwith the statisticspresentedabove,young
peopledo indeedhavevery differentexperiencesvith gunsandgunviolence.Thesedata
areshownin Table1.20.Contraryto popularperceptionsandperhapsas a consequence
of geographicsegregatiorbetweerurbanandrural areasyoungwhitesreportedcarrying
or knowing someonewho carrieda gun at substantiallyhigher ratesthan either young
Blacksor youngLatinos.

Black youth, however,were considerablymore likely to reporthaving experiencedyun
violence as the bottom row of Table 1.20 shows. Nearly a quarter of Black youth
reportedthat eitherthey or someondhey knew experiencedyun violence (for instance,
beingthreatenedvith a gunor beingthe victim of a shooting)in the lastyear,compared
with 14.5%o0f Latino youthand8.3%of white youth.
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Table 1.20: PersonalExperienceswith Gunsamong18to 29 Year Olds

Experience Blacks Whites Latinos
(%) (%) (%)
You or someong/ou know carriedagunin the 24.4 46.2 22.2
lastmonth
You or someoneg/ou know experiencegjun 22.5 8.3 14.5

violencein thelastyear

SourceBlack Youth ProjectSurvey,April/May 2013.

Thesedifferenceswere further magnified when we askedyoung peoplewhetherthey
were concernedaboutbeinga victim of gunviolence.We askedrespondentso indicate
whethertheyareafraid thateitherthemselvesa memberof their family, or a closefriend

might be the victim of gunviolencein the comingyear.Table 1.21 displaysthe results.
More than 40 percent of Black and Latino youth said they were fiveryo or

fisomewhab afraid of gun violence,comparedwith 15.6% of white youth. Moreover,
only 28.7%eachof Black and Latino youth saidthat they were finot afraidp compared
with morethanhalf of white youth.

Table 1.21: Fear of Victimization from Gun Violenceamong18to 29 Year Olds

How afraid are you that a member of your Blacks Whites Latinos
family, or a closefriend, or you yourself might be (%) (%) (%)
the victim of gun violenceduring the coming

year?

Very afraid 17.4 2.1 21.6
Somewhasfraid 24.7 13.5 21.2
A little afraid 29.2 31.6 28.6
Not afraid 28.7 52.8 28.7

SourceBlack Youth ProjectSurvey,April/May 2013.

As Table 1.22 shows,youth of color were much morelikely thanwhite youth to report
thatgunviolenceis a problemin the neighborhoodvheretheylive. More than30 percent
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of Black youth said that gun violence is either a fibig problenmd or fisomewhatof a
problemp and nearly a quarter of Latino youth reported the same. In contrast,
considerablyfewer white youth indicatedthat gun violenceis eithera fibig problen® or

fisomewhabf a problen® in their neéighborhood.Thesedataindicatequite strikingly that
youth of color, and especiallyBlack youth, have far more concernabout,and fear of,

gunsandgunviolencecomparedvith white youth.

Table 1.22: Threat of Neighborhood Gun Violenceamong18to 29 Year Olds

In your neighborhood,how much of a Blacks Whites Latinos
problem is gun violence? (%) (%) (%)
Big problem 10.3 0.9 5.6
Somewhabf aproblem 20.2 6.5 18.3
Not muchof aproblem 30.1 27.6 37.3
Not aproblem 39.4 65.0 38.8

SourceBlack Youth ProjectSurvey,April/May 2013.

Young Blacks and Latinos are more likely thanwhite youth to reportexperiencinggun
violencefirst-handor seconeéhandandin their neighborhoodsTheselived experiences
likely contributeto distinct perspective®n the causesf, andpotentialsolutionsto, gun
violence,particularlyamongBlack youth.

31



INCARCERATION & THE POLICE

The casesf TrayvonMartin, Michael Brown, Eric Garner,FreddieGray, SandraBland,
NatashavicKenna,lslan Nettles,Mya Hall, and countlessother youngmenandwomen
of color havefocusedincreasedattentionon racial disparitiesand discriminationin the
Americanjusticesystemln this sectionwe documenBlack millennial experiencevith

andattitudestowardthe criminal justicesystem.

Incarceration Rates

Figure 1.10 below showincarcerationratesfrom 2003to 2013 amongyoung peopleby
age,racialgroupandsexor genderWe point out thatthe scaleon the vertical axesvaries
acrossplots becauseancarceratiorratesvary tremendouslyacrossthesegroups.Within
eachagegroup and in every year, incarceration rates were significantly higher for
young Black men and women.In 2013, for instance,1,092out of every100,000Black
men 18 and 19 yearsof aged more than 10 percentof that groupd was incarcerated,
comparedwith 115youngwhite menand412youngLatino menat thoseages.Thereare
similar disparitiesfor otheragegroups.For instance nearly 4% of Black menbetween
the agesof 20 and24 wereincarceratedn 2013,comparedwith 0.6% of white menand
1.6% of Latino menbetweenthe agesof 18 and24. Nearly six percent(5.7%) of Black
menbetweenthe agesof 25 and 29 wereincarceratedcomparedwith 1% of white men
and2.3%of Latino menin this sameagegroup.

Young Black womenarealsoincarceratedit significantly higherratesthanyoungwhite

andLatinawomen.Amongwomen18 and 19 yearsof agein 2013,Black womenwere

incarceragd at a rate of 33 per 100,000,comparedwith 7 per 100,000for white women

and 17 per 100,000 for Latina women. Overall incarcerationrates for women rise

betweenthe agesof 20 and 24, yet racial disparitiespersist: 133 Black women per

100,000were incarceratedn 2013, comparedwith 73 white women and 100 Latina

women.Amongwomenages25to 29, 260 Black womenper 100,M0 wereincarcerated,
comparedvith 140white womenandl173Latinawomen.

It is importantto point out that these significant racial differencesin incarceration

rates remain, despite a considerable decline in incarceration rates among both
young Black men and womenover the last decade.

32



Figure 1.10:Incarceration RatesamongYoung People,20032013
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Experiences with the Police

Black millennials also have a distinct set of experienceswith the police. Table 1.22
reportsthe results,for peoplebetweenthe agesof 18 and 29, of a nationalsurveywe
conductedn 2009 long beforethekillings of Eric Garner,Michael Brown, and others
called national attentionto police violence. We askedyoung peopleseveralquestions
abouttheir evaluationsof and experiencesvith the police. As Table 1.23 shows,Black
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youth reported the highest rates of harassmentor violence from the police, and
experiecedit at nearlytwice the rate of otheryoung people.More than half of Black
youth saidthat eitherthey or someonehey know was harassear experiencedsiolence
from the police, comparedwith a third of white youth and a quarterof Latino youth.
Cleaty, any harassmenor violencefrom police is too much. But the dataindicatethat
Black youth experienceit at disproportionatelyhigh ratescomparedto young people
from other groups.

The differencesacrossracialandethnicgroupsin how youngpeopleview the police are
similarly dramatic. Comparedwith white and Latino/a youth, Black youth are far less
trustingof the police andlesslikely to view the police asa resourcefor protection.Less
than half of Black adults under the age of 30 reportedhaving trust in the police,
comparedwith almost60 percentof Latino youth and over 70 percentof white youth.
About two-thirds of Black youth believethe police in their neighborhoodare there to
protect them, comparedto threefourths of Latino youth and just over 80% of white
youth.

Table 1.23: Experienceswith and Assessmentsf the Police (ages18-29)

Black White Latino
(% yes) (% yes) (% yes)

Haveyou or anyoneyou know experienced 54.4 32.8 24.8
harassmendr violenceat the handsof the police?

Do youtrustthe police? 44 .2 71.5 59.6

Do you believethe policein your neighborhood 66.1 80.3 74.4
arethereto protectyou?

Source2009Mobilization andChangesurvey.

In their everydaylives, Black youth are deeplyambivalend if not outright cynicad
aboutthe police who patrol their communities.Theseattitudesare widespreadamong
Black Youth, andwere presentevenbeforethe nationalnewswas dominatedby events
like thosein FergusonBaltimore,andCharleston.
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VOTER TURNOUT & MOBILIZATION

Youngpeopleof colori andespeciallyBlack youthi haveplayedpivotal rolesin thelast

two presidentialelections.Motivated in part by the presenceof the first Black major

party presidentialcandidate young peopleof color weredifferencemakersfor President
Obamaln this section,we studypatternsof voterturnoutandmobilizationamongyoung

peopleof color.

Historical Differences in Voter Turnout

Turnoutamongyoung peoplehasincreasedover the last two decadesyith the largest
increasesoccurringamongBlack youth. Table 2.1 displaysdatafrom the U.S. Census
Bureauon turnoutratesamongyoungpeoplebetweenthe agesof 18 and24. In the 1996

presidentialelection,only abouta third of youngpeoplein this agegroupturnedout to

vote. White youth (36.9%) voted at higher ratesthan both Black (32.4%) and Latino

(15.1%)youth. Turnoutamongall groupsincreasedn boththe 2000and2004 elections.
By 2004,44% of Black youth, 48.5% of white youth and20.4%of Latino youth turned
outto vote.

Though young people were widely credited with making the differencefor President
Obamain the 2008election,Table2.1 clearly showsthat youngpeopleof color werethe

differencemakers.Black youth turnoutincreaseckeight percentageoints between2004

and2008to 52.3%,the highestrateamongyoungpeople.Latino youthturnoutincreased
by sevenpercentag@ointsto 27.4%.Turnout amongwhite youth, on the otherhand,was

virtually unchangedat 48.3%in 2008.

Young peopledid not turn out to vote in 2012 at the sameratesasin 2008, but Black
youth againturned out at the highestlevels. The turnout rate amongBlack youth was
45.9%,comparedwvith 41.4%of white youth and26.7%of Latino youth. Thus,contrary
to the medias emphasison the fiyouth votep the data show that Black youth have
turned out to vote in recent electionsat higher rates than white and Latino youth,
and that increasesin turnout among young people in recent elections have been
driven by Black and Latino youth.
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Table 2.1: Voter Turnout among Youth (agesl8i 24),1996 2012

Year Black White Latino
(%) (%) (%)
1996 324 36.9 15.1
2000 33.9 37.2 15.4
2004 44.0 48.5 20.4
2008 52.3 48.3 27.4
2012 45.9 41.4 26.7

SourceU.S.CensusBureau,fivoting andRegistrationHistorical Time SeriesTable®, https://www.census.gov/
hhes/www/socdemo/voting/publications/historiqaitcessedanuary22,2015).

Reasons for Not Voting

Using datafrom a nationally representativesurvey of young peoplewe conductedin
November2012, Table 2.2 showsthe reasonsyoung peoplegavefor not turning out to
vote. The mostcommonexplanationgor not voting were that youth were not registered
to vote,weredisinterestedn politics or didnd like the candidatesMany youngnonvoters
saidthattheydid not vote becauseheylackedthe properidentification.

Table2.2revealsmportantdifferencesacrosgacialgroupsin thereasongor nonvoting.

While not beingregisteredo vote wasthe mostcommonresponsecrossall threeracial

groups,Black andLatino youthweremuchlesslikely thanwhite youthto reportthatthey
did not vote becausdghey weredisinterestedn politics or did not like the candidatesln

contrast,Black youth reportedthat they could not find their local polling placeat much
higher rates(11.4%) than white (4.4%) and Latino (2.9%) youth. As PresidentObama
mentionedin his victory speech]ong voting lines were observedacrossthe countryon

Election Day. Higher percentage®f Black youth (8.5%) than both white (2.3%) and
Latino (1.7%)youthcited long linesasthe reasorfor notvoting.

There are other substantial differences across racial groups, and many of these

differencesimplicate state voting laws. For instance,less than five percentof young
white nonvoterssaid that voter identification requirementsleterredthem from voting,
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while 17.3%of young Black nonvotersand 8.1% of youngLatino nonvoterssaidthat
the reasonthey did not vote was becausehey did not have the properidentification.
Thesefindings suggesthat voter identification laws havea racially disparatempactin
reducingturnoutamongyoungpeopleof color.

Table 2.2: Common Explanations for Non-voting among Youth (Ages18-29)
(NonvotersOnly)

Reasonfor not voting Blacks Whites Latinos
(%) (%) (%)
Not registeredo vote 55.0 61.4 45.0
Didn& haveproperlD 17.3 4.7 8.1
Disinterestedn politics 13.2 23.9 13.2
Didnad like the candidates 11.3 19.8 11.3
Couldni find polling place 11.4 4.4 2.9
Linesweretoolong 8.5 2.3 1.7

SourceBlack Youth ProjectSurvey,November2012.Respondentiadthe optionto choose
multiple responseso columntotalssumto morethan100 percent.

Sincethe 2008election,a numberof stategpassedegislationthatrequiredvotersto show
someform of identificationbeforecastinga valid ballot. Moreover,manyof these states
required voters to show a stateissued photo ID before voting. As Table 2.3 below
indicates,substantianumbersof young peoplereportedbeingaskedto showsomeform

of identification before voting, with importantdifferencesacrossracial groups. Young

Black votersreportedbeing askedto show identification at considerablyhigher rates
(72.9%) than both young whites (50.8%) and Latinos (60.8%). Black youth reported

being asked for identification at significantly higher rates than white and Latino

youth evenin stateswith no identification laws The differencesare similarly striking

for the percentagef youth askedto show photoidentificatiord 64.5% of Black youth

saidtheywereaskedto showphotolD, comparedvith 42.2%o0f white youthand57% of

Latino youth. Thesedifferenceshold up evenwhile accountingfor the differencesin

stateidentificationlaws.
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Table 2.3: Percentageof Young Voters (agesl18-29) Asked for Identification

Form of ID Blacks (%) Whites (%) Latinos (%)
Any identification 72.9 50.8 60.8
Askedto showID in 68.4 46.4 59.5
statewithout ID law
Photoidentification 64.5 42.2 57.0

SourceBlack Youth ProjectSurvey,November2012.

Thesedata show that voter identification laws appearto be applied disproportionately
acrossracial groups. Among youth, people of colord young Blacks especially are
considerablymore likely to be askedfor identification in order to vote. The uneven
applicationof theselaws suggestghat polling place workers exercisea high level of

discretionin requestingD from potentialvoters.Unlessall polling place® andall poll

worker® apply voting laws in a consistentmanner the very existenceof identification

laws implies that young peopleof color are morelikely thanwhite youth to be askedto

provetheiridentify beforebeingallowedto vote.

Black Youth Mobilized by Democrats, Community Organizations

Mobilization efforts are one of the mostimportantfactorsto considerwhen explaining
voterturnout.Peoplearemorelikely to turn out to vote whentheyhavebeenaskedto do
so. Theincreasednobilizationof youngpeople,andespeciallyyoungpeopleof color, is
commonlycited asone of the main reasondehindhigh levels of youth turnoutin 2008
and2012

Table 2.4 below shows the percentagesof youth ages 18i 29 who reported being
contactedo vote in the four mostrecentpresidentiakelections.For the mostpart, white
youth reportedbeing contactedmore frequentlythan black and Latino youth, especially
for contact by political parties. However, the gaps between racial groups closed
significantly over this time period. Contactratesamongwhite youth remainedrelatively
stableoverthis period;amongblack youth,the rateof contactby political partiesdoubled
between2004 and 2008 and increasedagainin 2012. More thantwice as many Latino
youth reportedbeingcontactedby a party in the 2008 electioncomparedwvith 2000,and
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this figure doubledagainin the 2012election.Thesedataperhapsndicatetheimportance
of the Latino voteto thecampaignsn 2012.

Non-party sourcef mobilization,suchascommunityorganizationsalsohaveincreased
in prominence.Nearly 16% of black youth reportedbeing mobilized by a non-party
sourcein 2008,thoughthis droppedslightly in 2012.Contactrateshavemorethantripled

for Latino youth between2000and2012,from 6.5%to 22.1%.Contactsmadeby these
nonparty groupshaveincreasedyet the groupsstill reachout to only a small numberof

personsin this agegroup. This type of contactoften dependson whethera group can

securdundingto pursuesuchefforts.

Table 2.4: Youth Mobilization in Presidential Electionsby Race,2000 2012

Political Partycontact Non-partycontact
(e.g.,communityorganization)

Year Black White (%) Latino  Black (%) White (%) Latino (%)

(%0) (%0)
2000 17.6 25.3 9.7 3.0 4.8 6.5
2004 15.6 30.3 20.5 15.2 12.2 7.7
2008 31.5 24.1 17.2 15.7 7.4 13.8
2012 36.3 24.7 38.6 14.0 12.8 22.1

Source:AmericanNationalElectionStudies.

Using the survey we conductedin November2012, we studiedthe sourcesof youth
mobilizationmoreclosely.Thesedataareshownin Table2.5below,wherewe againfind

important differencesacrossracial groups.Nearly half of Black youth reportedbeing
contactedby the DemocraticParty, while Latino andwhite youth were mobilizedby the
Democratic Party at substantially lower rates. The Republican Party, meanwhile,
mobilized considerablylarger proportionsof young whites than either Black or Latino
youth Similar patternsare found when examining mobilization patternsby the two

presidentialcampaignsMore Black youth than white and Latino youth reportedbeing
contactedby the Obamacampaign,while white youth reportedbeing contactedby the
Mitt Romneycampaigrat considerablyhigherratesthanBlack andLatino youth.
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Table 2.5: Young PeopleMobilized by Partiesand Campaignsin the 2012election

Source Blacks Whites Latinos
(%) (%) (%)
DemocraticParty 47.5 30.4 33.6
RepublicarParty 10.6 29.9 17.2
Obamacampaign 31.7 20.8 23.6
Romneycampaign 7.2 17.4 9.9

SourceBlack Youth ProjectSurvey,November2012.

Community organizationsand local institutions also played an important role in

mobilizing youth during the 2012 election,thoughtheir reachwas morelimited thanthe

major parties and presidentialcampaigns.As Table 2.6 shows, local organizations
mobilized smaller but still critical percentage®f youth. Mobilization rates, however,
againvaried by racial group. White youth were contactedat higher ratesby socialand

recreationafroupsthaneitherBlack or Latino youth. Groupsdevotedto Latino interess

were larger sourcesof mobilization for Latino youth than groups devotedto Black

interestswere for Black youth. However,Black youth were contactedat greaterrates
than both Latinos and whites by youth groups, religious institutions and especially
communityorganizations.

Table 2.6: Young PeopleMobilized by Organizations and Groups in the 2012

Election

Source Blacks Whites Latinos

(%) (%) (%)
Social/recreationajroup 3.5 7.7 6.1
Grouppromotingracialinterests 4.1 1.8 6.5
Youthgroup 7.3 2.2 3.3
Church/placef worship 4.3 2.8 2.9
Neighborhood/communitgrganization 15.7 4.6 2.9

SourceBlack Youth ProjectSurvey,November2012.
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We know that partof the reasorfor increasedurnoutamongBlack youthin the lasttwo
electionswas the moneyallocatedto mobilizing theseyoung people.Iln additionto the
DemocraticParty and the Obamacampaign,community organizationship hop artists
andsocialmediaalsohelpedto mobilizeandenergizeBlack youthin 2008and2012.

In 2016, will the campaignsand parties once again invest in Black youth and their
political participation?Are funders preparedto direct money to poor and marginal
populationsso that community groupscan facilitate the participationof young people,
especiallyyoung people of color? Young people of color have shown that they are
willing and interestedin expressingtheir political voices and can help make the
differenceon ElectionDay. Will political partiesandfundersmakethema priority?
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PARTISANSHIP & VOTE CHOICE

What do Black millennialswant from the political system?To understandhis question,
in this sectionwe study young peopldés evaluationsof the major political partiesand
voting decisionsin presidentiakelections.Partisanships one of the moststablefeatures
of Americanpolitics. Indeed,most Americanstendto stick with one party for most of

their adult lives. Partisanshipgs also closely related to vote choice.By examininghow

young peoplealign with political partiesand candidateswe can better evaluatewhat
youngpeoplehopeto achieveby participatingin electoralpolitics.

Millennials and Partisanship

To measuregyoungpeoplds attitudestowardthe political parties,we usedwhatis calleda
feelingthermometerThefeelingthermometeaskssurveyrespondent$o ratethe parties
on a scale ranging from 0 to 100, where larger numbersrepresentmore positive
evaluations.These questionswere presentedio a nationally representativesample of
youngpeoplebetweertheagesof 18 and29in June2014.

The data are displayed in Figure 2.1. Young voters are often believed to be
overwhelmingly Democratic, but the figure shows important differencesin feelings
toward the political parties acrossracial groups. Black youth (averagerating=57.8)
providedthe mostpositiveassessmermtf the DemocraticParty,followed by Latino youth
(47.5) and white youth (37.1). Thus, Black youth prefer the Democratic Party at
considerablyhigherlevelsthanwhite youth.

Figure 2.1 also showsvarying levels of polarizationin party preferenceamongyoung

people.Black youth exhibit a strongpreferencdor Democratover RepublicansAcross
all racial and ethnic groups, Black youth reported the highest averagerating for

Democratg57.8)andthe lowestaverageaating for Republicang26.3).Latino youthalso

report a relatively strong preferencefor Democrats, though they provided lower

assessmentsf Democats (47.5) and slightly more positive evaluationsof Republicans
(31.3)thanBlack youth. White youth, however arerelatively equallydivided anddo not

appeairto think positively of either political party. Their averagerating of Democratss

37.1,compaedwith anaverageatingof 36.7for Republicans.

43



Figure 2.1: Young Peopleas Evaluations of the Political Parties, 2014
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SourceBlack Youth ProjectSurvey,June2014.Barsrepresenthe averagdeelingthermometeratingsfor the
DemocraticandRepublicanParties.

Thesedatahaveimportantimplicationsfor how millennialsfigure into electoralpolitics.

While white youth tendto be closely divided betweenthe Republicanand Democratic
parties, Latino youth and especiallyBlack youth have strongerloyaltiesto and more
positive evaluationsof the DemocraticParty. In the previoussectionswe showedthat
turnoutandotherforms of political participationhaveincreasecamongBlack andLatino
youthin recentelections put hasremainedstable(or evendeclinedslightly) amongwhite
youth. Thus, differencesin young peoplé&s party allegiancesand willingnessto vote
continueto createconditionsin which young peopleof color can play a key role in

electoralpolitics.

Vote Choice: 2012

Young peopleare not definedby a singular political opinion. In fact, young peopleof
differentracialgroupshadvery differentassessmentsf the 2012 presidentiacandidates.
Figure 2.2 below showsthe averagefifeeling thermometad evaluationsof eachof the
presidentialand vice presidential candidates,where higher numbersrepresentmore
positiveevaluations.
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Young adultsgenerallygave RepublicanpresidentialcandidateMitt Romneyfairly low

assessment8&lack youth gaveRomneyan averagescoreof 9.2, comparedwith 41.3for

white youth and 22.3 amongLatino youth. Republicanvice presidentialnomineePaul

Ryanfaredsimilarly. Black youth providedan averagescoreof 11.9,comparedo 37.5

for white youthand19.8for Latino youth. Clearly,the Republicarticket did not resonant
well with youthpeople andparticularlynot with youngpeopleof color.

The Democratic candidatesfared much better, although there was still considerable
variation. Black youth rated PresidentObamahighest,with an averagerating of 81.7,
comparedwith 68.5amongLatino youth and43.9 amongwhite youth. Democraticvice
presidentiainomineeJoeBiden fared considerablyworsecomparedo PresidentObama
amongall racial groups,with an averageof 58.7 from Black youth, 36.2 amongwhite
youthand37.2amongLatino youth.

Theseevaluationsreveal that Black youth and, to a lesserextent, Latino youth, had
highly polarizedviews aboutthe two major partie® tickets, whereaswhite youth were
muchmoreconflicted, grantingnearlyequivalentratingsto both partie®nominees.

Figure 2.2: Evaluations of 2012Presidential and Vice Presidential Candidates
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SourceBlack Youth ProjectSurvey,November2012.

Thesedifferencesare evenmore striking when examininghow young peoplecasttheir
ballots. Overall, a strong majorityd 58.7%® of youth voted for PresidentObama.
However,this figure maskssignificant differencesacrossracial groups. Young Blacks
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were virtually unanimousin their support of Presideh Obama(95.8%), and young
Latinos also grantedvery strongsupport(76.3%)to Obama.Lessthan half (44.7%) of
white youth, however,voted for Obama.Thus, Obamds successn winning the youth
votewasduelargelyto his extremelyhigh levelsof supportfrom youngpeopleof color.

Table 2.7 comparesthe percentageof respondentswho voted for Obama across
demographiccategoriesWhile therewas no major gendergap in voter turnout, as we

showedearlierin this report,therewasa significantgendergapin vote choice.Overall,

young women reportedvoting for Obamaat higher rates (61.5%) than young men
(55.8%).The gendergapwas smallestamongBlack youth, where96.0%of womenand
93.2%of menreportedvoting for PresidentObama.The gapwasslightly larger among
white youth, amongwhom 46.7% of womenand 42.8% of menvoted for Obama.The

gendergap was largestamong young Latino/as. Though Latino/as strongly supported
Obamaoverall,80% of youngLatinawomenreportedcastingvotesfor PresidenDbama,
conparedwith 72.9%o0f youngLatino men.

There are also someinterestingdifferencesby educationlevel. Overall, young people
who did not attendcollegewere slightly more supportiveof PresidentObama(60.3%)

comparedwith thosewho attendedcollegeor obtaineda collegedegree(57.8%).These
patternsagain varied by racial group. Black youth who did not attend college were

somewhatmore supportiveof Obama(97.9%) than Black youth who attendedcollege
(92%). We seethe oppositerelationshipamong white youth, as those who attended
collegewere muchmore supportiveof PresidenObama(47.5%)thanthosewho did not

(837.9%), although in neither group did a majority of youth support Obama. The

differences were much smaller among Latino youth: 75.8% of college attendees
supporteddbamagcomparedvith 76.8%o0f thosewho did not attendcollege.

Finally, therewerealsosubstantiatifferencesby agecohort.Young peoplebetweerthe
agesof 18 and 24 were a bit lesssupportiveof PresidentObama(56.4%)than young
peoplebetweenthe agesof 25 and 29 (61.9%). The differencesbetweenagegroup and
vote choice were smallestamong Black youth, with 93.1% of Black youth under 25
voting for Obamacomparedwith 97.4%of Black youth between25 and29 yearsof age.
While only 41.3% of white youth betweenl18 and 24 yearsof age supportedObama,
somewhatargernumbers(49.1%)of white youth between25 and 29 yearsof agevoted
for the President.The largestage differencesare found amongLatino youth. Although
large majorities of both age groups supportedObama, 72.1% of Latinos under 25
supporteddbamagcomparedvith 84.9%of Latinosbetweer25and29 yearsof age.
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Thus,contrary to mediarepresentationsof a monolithic Aiyouth voteo it is clear that
vote choice differed considerably across racial groups and other demographic
categories.

Table 2.7: Ratesof Voting for ObamaamongYoung Peoplein 2012

Group Blacks Whites Latinos
(%) (%) (%)
Women 96.0 46.7 79.9
Men 93.2 42.8 72.9
HS Diplomaor Less 97.9 37.9 76.8
SomeCollegeor CollegeGrad 92.0 47.5 75.8
Age 18-24 93.1 41.3 72.1
Age 25-29 97.4 49.1 84.9

SourceBlack Youth ProjectSurvey,November2012.

Presidential Approval

We comparedyoung peoplés evaluationsof PresidentObamain 2012 and 2014. The
resultsare shownbelow in Figure2.3.1n 2012,asshownabove,young peopleof color
had extremelypositive evaluationsof PresidentObama,with an averagerating of 81.7
from Black youth and 68.5 from Latino youth. In contrast,white youth felt somewhat
negativelytowardthe presidentwith anaverageatingof 43.9.

Between 2012 and 2014, however, young peopl@&s evaluationsof PresidentObama
substantiallydecreasedBlack youth continuedto exhibit the most positive evaluations,
with anaverageatingof 67.2,thoughthis representa drop of 14 percentag@ointssince
2012. Latino youth reporteda slightly positive evaluationon balance,with an average
rating of 52.8,a declineof almost16 percentaggoints. White youthls evaluationf the
presidenthowever,were squarelynegative with an averagerating of 35.8 a decrease
of 8 percentag@oints.
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Thus,while youngpeopleof color, especiallyBlack youth, continueto grantthe highest
levels of approvalto PresidentObama,their evaluationsof the Presidenthave also
declinedthe most over the two years since being re-elected. While it is difficult to
attributethesedeclinesto any one particularcause young peoplemay be respondingo
the stubbornlyhigh unemploymentatesamongyoung peopleof color and frustration
with the presidends inability to securecomprehensivenmigrationreform.

Figure 2.3: Young Peoples Evaluations of PresidentObama, 2012and 2014
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SourcesBlack Youth ProjectSurvey,November2012andJune2014.Barsrepresent
the average feeling thermometerratings for PresidentObamaduring the 2012
presidentiabnd2014midtermelections.

As this section has shown, there is considerablevariaion acrossracial groupsin
partisanshipyote choiceand evaluationsof the presidentHowever,within eachracial
group,theseassociationsemainrelatively stableacrosstime. Thesefindings castdoubt
ontheideathatall youth consistentlysupportthe DemocraticPartyandits candidatesTo
be sure,large numbersof youth do identify asDemocratsandgo to the polls to vote for
Democraticcandidates put the candidatesand the party cannottake thesevoters for
granted.
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PARTICIPATORY POLITICS: POLITICAL
ENGAGEMENT BEYOND VOTING

Political participationdoesnot beginandendwith voting, andvoting is not the only way

in which young peoplecan expresstheir political voices.In this section,we examine
otherways in which young peopleengagedwith pdlitics during the 2012 election.We

also explore the ways in which young people are using new mediato participatein

politics, which we call participatorypolitics. By participatorypolitics, we meanthe ways
young peopleseekto exertvoice and influence on issuesof public concernby taking

advantage®f new opportunitiesavailablethroughthe useof new media.Young people
engagein participatory politics by collecting and consuminginformation distributed
throughnontraditionalsourcescommentingon or providing feedbackon political issues
through digital means,circulating information and opinions, producingoriginal online
contentandmobilizing their communitiesandmemberf their digital networks.

Political Engagement in the 2012 Election

Using a surveywe conductedn November2012with a nationallyrepresentativeample
of young adultsages18 to 29, we examinedfive behaviorstraditionally usedto assess
nonvoting forms of political activity. These measuresnclude: attendinga political
meetingor rally; displayinga campaignsign, button,or bumpersticker;donatingmoney
to a political candidateor campaignyolunteeringon a political campaignandcontacting
apolitical office.

Thesedataareshownbelowin Figure2.4. While the overall levelsof participationin any
particular activity were relatively low, they are generally consistentwith previous
researchBlack youth exhibited the highestratesof participationon four of the five
activities. Approximately10 percentof Black youth attendeda political meetingor rally,
comparedwith fewer than5 percentof white or Latino youth. More than a quarterof
Black youth displayeda campaignsign, button, or bumpersticker, comparedwith 10
percentof white or Latino youth. About 10 perent of Black youth madea political
donation or volunteeredfor a campaign,candidateor party, comparedwith smaller
percentagesf white andLatino youth.
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White and Latino youth, however,were abouttwice aslikely to contacta public official
than Black youth, which could be due to higher levels of alienationtoward political
officials amongBlack youth.

On the whole, though,thesedatashowthat Black youth not only voted at higher rates
than white and Latino youth in 2012, but they also exhibited higher levels of political

engagemerdacrossall butoneof the behaviorsve studied.

Figure 2.4: Political EngagementbeyondVoting in 2012
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SourceBlack Youth ProjectSurvey,November2012.

Participatory Politics

The Internethasbeenan increasinglyimportantcomponenof electoralcampaignsThe
2012 electioncycle was no exception.Not only did political campaignsand candidates
usethe Internetto distributeinformationandreachout to voters,but youngpeopleturned
to the Internetto both consumeanformationaboutthe electionanddistributeit to others.
Moreover, the Internet has quickly becomea leading platform for young people to
exerciseanddeveloptheir political voices.As partof the MacArthur Foundatiorresearch
networkon Youth andParticipatoryPolitics we studiedthe waysyoungpeopleengaged
with politics overtheInternetin the 2012election.
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As Figure 2.5 shows,onceagainwe find wide variationin behavioracrosgacial groups,
with Black youth generallyengagedn online political activity at higherratesthanwhite
and Latino youth. Almost a quarterof Black youth signedup to receiveemal from a
candidateor campaigncomparedwvith 9.5% of white youth and 13.4%of Latino youth.
Sizablepercentage®f youth startedor joined a political group on a social networking
site (like Facebook)with Black youth doing so at higher ratesthan Latinos or whites:
18.9percent13.9%and15.6%respectively.

Over 40 percentof Black youth viewed campaignmaterials(such as the presidential
debatespn a websitelike YouTube,comparedwith 29.5% of white youth and slightly

fewer (26.0%) Latino youth. Overall, few youth contributedan original blog piece or

online opinion article abouta candidateor campaign,but Black youth againdid so at
higher ratesthanwhites and Latinos. Finally, similar percentagesf Black (16.4%)and
white (17.3%)youth circulaed or forwardedan article (by e-mail, for instance)aboutthe
campaignfollowed by 11.8%of Latino youth. Thus,asthesedataindicate,notonly were
young people, and Black youth especially, energized about participating in the
democratic process,but this enthusiasmalso translatedto high levels of political

engagementia the Internet.

Figure 2.5: Online Activity during the 2012Election
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Accomplishing Political Change

Understandingyoung peoplds participationin activities beyondvoting is alsoimportant
for studyinghow young peoplecan be mobilized to createpolitical change.We asked
youth whetherthey believe individual citizens,community organizationsand elections
are effectivein bringing aboutchange Figure 2.6 showsthe results.In the fall of 2008,
larger proportionsof black and Latino youth, comparedto whites, believedthat these
instrumentgor changewere effective. Black youth saw communityorganizationsasthe
mosteffedive meandor changefollowed closelyby elections.The patternwasreversed
amongLatino youth. Youth were leastlikely to believethat the actionsof individuals
couldbe sufficientto achievechange.

Thesepatternshad changedsignificantly by the end of 2009. Black and Latino youth

both were lesslikely to believe that electionswere effective meansof accomplishing
change,and youth of all racial groupsbelievedthat community organizationsvere the

most effective way to achievechange(thoughthesenumbersdroppedamongblack and

Latino youth). Finally, Black youth were much more supportive in 2009 of the

effectivenessof individual action than they had beenin 2008. Consistentwith the

analysisdiscusse@bove thesepatternsurther supportthe ideathat during the first term

of the ObamaAdministration,Black youth in particularmovedawayfrom the ideathat

the natiors institutionsandpolitical eliteswerethe centraldriversof changeandinstead
embracedhe ideathat changemustalso comefrom the actionsof ordinary peopleand

local organizations.

Figure 2.6: Effectivenessof Instruments for Change
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Source2008and2009Mobilization andChangesurveys Figuresreflectthe percentagesf youth (agesl8i 29) who
saidthatindividuals,communityorganizationsandelectionswerefieffectived or fivery effectived at producing
change.
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Voting in electionsis not the only way young peopleparticipatein politics. As the data
aboveindicate,youngpeoplei andegecially Black youthi engagean a wide rangeof

otherbehaviorghatalsodemonstratgolitical engagemerdnd providean opportunityto

expresspolitical voice. Moreover, many young peopleof color engagein politics via

digital platforms,which mayprovide new opportunitieso organize mobilizeandengage
with their peersandinfluencethe political system.In addition, youngBlack and Latino

adultsbelievethat nonvoting forms of participationcan be more effective for bringing

about political change.Theseforms of political behaviorbeyondvoting also provide

important tools for political mobilization. We hope political and community
organizationill harnesghe potentialof new mediato engageyoungpeopleof color as

we approachthe2016presidetial electioncycle.
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ATTITUDES TOWARD THE POLITICAL & LEGAL
SYSTEMS

Political participation dependsin large part on whether citizens believe that their

participationmatters.While electioncampaignsan be exciting andinteresting,citizens
ultimately participatein politics to help sparkpolitical change After all, in a democracy,
electionsarethe primaryway by which citizen political attitudescanbe translatednto

governmenpolicy.

We presentthree aspectsof young peoplés beliefs about their relationship with
government. First, do young people believe that they can make a difference by
participatingin politics? Second,do young peoplebelievethat governmentcaresabout
peoplelike themselves?And third, how effective do youngpeoplebelieveelectionsare
for bringing about political change?In investigating these questions,we can better
understandhow youngpeopleview thetoolsof democratiggovernance.

Political Efficacy among Young People

We assessedwo dimensionsof young peoplés beliefs about governmentwhich are
commonlyreferredto asexternalandinternal efficacy.Externalefficacyis the ideathat
the political systemis responsiveo its citizens,andinternalefficacyis the belief thatan
individual has the capacity to effectively make demandsof government.We have
measuredhesetwo dimensionsat severalpoints in time over the last 10 years. We
displaythesefigureshereto evaluateboth continuityandchangean theseattitudesamong
youngpeople.

Table 2.8 showslevels of political efficacy usinga surveyof young peoplebetweenthe
agesof 15 and 25 we conductedin 2005. As the first row shows,young peopleof all
racial groupsbelievedthat they could makea differenceby participatingin politics. In
addtion, asthe secondrow shows,no one group of young peoplebelievedthey held a
monopolyon the skills andknowledgenecessaryo participatein politics. In fact, Black
youth expressedhe greatestonfidencein havingthe skills andknowledgenecessaryo
participatepolitically, followed by white youth and Latino youth Thus, contrary to
common narratives that Black youth do not have enoughconfidenceor capacity to
influence and participate in politics, these data indicate that Black youth have
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similar i or evengreater i levelsof internal efficacy compared with white youth.

However,asthe third row shows,young peopleof colord especiallyBlack youthd are
morecynicalaboutthe responsivenessf governmento their concernsMore thanhalf of
Black youth expressedhe belief that leadersin governmentdo not care much about
peoplelike them.A majority of Latino youth expressedimilar feelings,comparedwith
lessthanhalf of white youth. We againseedifferencesn youngpeoplés beliefsthatthe
governmentis mostly run by a few big interestslooking out for themselvesand their
friends. Close to two-thirds of Black and Latino youth agreedwith this statement,
comparedvith half of white youth.

Thesetwo setsof resultsrun couwnter to conventionalunderstanding®f how young
peopleview the political world. While young peopleof color and white youth exhibit
similar levels of interestand confidencein participatingin politics, they have very
different views about whetherthe governmentwill listen and respondto their voices.
Young people of color, and especially Black youth, express feelings of political
alienation with the belief that they are relatively powerlessto influence government.
When people view governing institutions as unresponsive,traditional means of
influencinggovernmen{throughvoting, for instancearelessappealing.

Table 2.8: Political Efficacy amongYoung People(2005)

Black White Latino
(% agree) (% agree) (% agree)

| believethatby participatingin politics 79.0 79.5 76.8
| canmakea difference.
| havethe skills andknowledge 73.8 70.4 66.5

necessaryo participatein politics.

Theleaderan governmentarevery 55.7 43.9 52.3
little aboutpeoplelike me.

Thegovernments prettymuchrun by 65.6 50.3 62.3
afew big interestdooking out for
themselveandtheir friends.

Source2005Black Youth Projectsurvey.
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Table2.8 showslevelsof political efficacyamongyoungpeopleagesl8to 29 four years
later, in early 2009. This time period is notable becauseit correspondswith the
excitementthat accompaniedhe election and inaugurationof Americass first Black
presidentDue to differencesin the sampleandthe responseptions,we cautionreaders
againstdirectly comparingthe numbershetwesn Tables2.8 and2.9. Instead we preferto
focusontherelativecomparisonamongyoungpeople.

As the table shows,Black youth againexpressedjreaterconfidencein their ability to
make a differenceby participatingin politics than both white and Latino youth. Black
youthalsobelievetheyhavetherequisiteskills andknowledgeto participatein politics at
similar or greaterdegreeshanwhite andLatino youth.

Interestingly,however,with the electionof BarackObama,the dataindicatethat young
peopleof color expressedjreaterconfidencethan white youth in the responsivenessf
governmentWhite youth believedthat governmenteadersdo not careaboutpeoplelike
themselvesat substantiallyhigher ratesthan Black and Latino youth. White youth also
expressedhe belief that governmentis run by big interestsprimarily looking after
themselvesat much higher levels than Black and Latino youth. While the dataare not
dispositive thesetrendssuggesthatthe electionof PresidentObamamay haveaffected
young peoplés beliefs abouthow well governmentcaresaboutand respondsto their
voices.

Table 2.9: Political Efficacy amongYoung People(2009)

Black White Latino
(% agree) (% agree) (% agree)

| believethatby participatingin politics 51.0 44.3 47.0
| canmakeadifference.

| havetheskills andknowledge 42.4 41.3 24.9
necessaryo participatein politics.

Theleaderdn governmentarevery 29.7 49.4 38.5
little aboutpeoplelike me.

Thegovernments prettymuchrun by 38.8 62.8 46.2
afew big interestdooking out for
themselvesandtheir friends.

Source22009Mobilization andChangesurvey.
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In a third survey,we askeda nationallyrepresentativesampleof youngpeople(agesl8
to 29) severabf thesequestionsn June2014.Thesedataareshownin Table2.10.As the
first row shows,Black youth exhibitedsubstantiallyhigherlevelsof internd efficacy, as
morethan 70.8%of Black youth believedthey could makea differenceby participating
in politics. White (51.8%) and Latino (55.7%) youth were considerablyless confident
thattheir political participationcould makea difference.

The secaod row characterizesone dimension of young peoplés alienation from
governmentSimilar percentagesf Black, white and Latino youth agreethat leadersin
governmentarelittle aboutpeoplelike themselvesThesenumbersareall considerably
higherthanthey werein 2005 and especially2009, the first severalmonthsof the new
ObamaAdministration. The dataindicatethat young peopleof all groupsperceivethat
governmenis disconnectedrom the interestsof peoplelike themselvesThe movement
amongBlack and Latino youth is especiallynotable,given that young peopleof color
appearedo berelatively optimisticaboutthe responsivenessf the political systemwhen
surveyedkarlyin the ObamaAdministrationin 2009.

We further exploredthesebeliefsby askingyoungpeoplewhetherit matterswhich party
wins elections.Nearly half of Latino youth believeit doesnot matterwhich party wins
the elections,comparedwith 38.6% of Black youth and 38.1% of white youth. On the
whole,thesedataindicatethatwhile manyyoungpeopledo believethatwhich partywins
electionsmakesa differencefor political outcomesyoungpeopleare considerablymore
pessimistiaboutwhethergovernmenteadersespondo their concerns.
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Table 2.10: Political Efficacy amongYoung People(2014)

Black White Latino
(% agree) (% agree) (% agree)

| believethatby participatingin politics 70.8 51.8 55.7
| canmakea difference.

Theleadersn governmentarevery 68.5 74.0 68.2
little aboutpeoplelike me.

It makesno differencewhich party 38.6 38.1 49.0
winsin the November2014elections.

SourceBlack Youth ProjectSurvey,June2014.

Tables2.9 and 2.10 revealimportantchangesn political efficacy amongyoungpeople
during the ObamaAdministration. Between2009 and 2014, internal efficacy increased
substantiallp especiallyamongBlack youth. In 2014, larger numbersof young people
believedthatthey could makea differenceby patrticipatingin politics. At the sametime,
however, young people were considerablymore likely to believe that leadersin
governmento not careaboutpeoplelike themselvesBlack youth exhibitedthe largest
decreasén externalefficacy.

Perceptions of the Legal System and Political Inclusion

Equalprotectionunderthelaw is akey componenof political equalityandhumanrights.
We examinedyoungpeoplés assessmentsf equalprotectionby askingthemto indicate
whetherthey believethe U.S. legal systemtreatsall groupsequally, and whetherthey
themselvesfeel like a full and equal citizen in this country with all the rights and
protectionghatotherpeoplehave.Theresultsareshownin Table2.11below.

Thoughyoung peoplein generaldo not believe that the legal systemtreatsall groups
fairly, therearecleardifferencedy race.Acrossbhoth questionsBlack youth consistently
reportedthe leastsupportfor the ideathat equalprotectioncurrently existsin the United
States.Only abouta quarterof Black youth believedthat the American legal system
treatsall groupsfairly. A substantiallylargerpercentagef Latino youth (36.7%)believe
that the Americanlegal systemtreatsall groupsfairly, and an evenhigher percentage
(41%) of white youth.

58



In addition, Black and Latino youth reportedfeeling like a full and equal citizen at
considerablyower ratesthanwhite youth. Nearly threequartersof white youth reported
thattheyfelt they hadall therights andprotectionsof a full andequalcitizen,compared
with 60%or soof Black andLatino youth. Theseclearandconsistendifferencesndicate
that perceptionf political inclusionin the United Statesarevery muchshapedoy race.
It would not be surprisingto find evenlower numbersamongBlack youth now, and
perhapdargerdifferencesacrosgacialgroups,giventhe high visibility of multiple police
killings of Black citizens.

Table 2.11: Young Peoplas Assessmentsf the Legal Systemand Political Inclusion

Black White Latino
(% agree) (% agree) (% agree)

Generallythe Americanlegal system 26.8 41.0 36.7
treatsall groupsequally.

Generally| feellike afull andequal 60.2 72.9 64.1
citizenin this countrywith all therights
andprotectionghatotherpeoplehave.

SourceBlack Youth ProjectSurvey,January2014.

Michael Brown, Eric Garner,andotherBlack victims of police violenceagainfocusour
attentionon how well law enforcementand the criminal justice systemrespondto the
communitiesthey serve.Our data show that young peoplés evaluationsof the legal
systemand the privileges conferredto them by citizenshipvary in importantways by
race.Young peoplés experiencess membersof our countryandwith the legal system
areshapedy race,andin turn theseexperienceshapeheir attitudesandevaluations.

The datapresentedn this sectiondemonstrateéhat young people,and especiallyBlack

millennials, are confidentin their ability to participatein the political processThey are
lesscertain,however that political officials havetheir interestsn mind. Our analysisof

young peoplés attitudestoward the legal systemalso shedslight on the challengesour

nation mustaddresswith respectto enablingyoung peopleof color to seethemselvesas
full andequalcitizens,with the samerights asothers.Thesefindings may be especially
usefulfor communitygroupsand other organizationsvho hopeto recruit and mobilize

youngpeoplearoundissueghatinvolve working outsidethe political system.
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1.
SUPPORT FOR
PUBLIC POLICIES



JOBS AND EMPLOYMENT

Stimulatingthe economyand creatingnew jobs were key issuesin the 2012 presidential
electionandarelikely to be importantissuesagainin the 2016 race.Policymakershave
discusse@rangeof approachefor job creationin the yearssincethe GreatRecessionin

thefirst sectionof this report, we detailedhow youngpeopleexperiencemploymentand
the workplace in very different ways. Stubbornly high unemploymentrates and
comparativelyhigh ratesof workplacediscriminationamongyoung peopleof color, for

instance translateinto differencesin young peoplés supportfor federalpoliciesaround
jobs.

Table 3.1 showsmillennial® supportfor four commonlydiscusse@mploymenpolicies.
Young peopleof color supporteachof them at substantiallygreaterratesthan white
youth. For instance,overwhelming majorities of Black and Latino youth support
increasing the federal minimum wage from $7.25to $10.10 per hour. A smaller
percentagebut still a majority, of white youth also supportincreasingthe minimum
wage. A majority of Black and Latino youth also strongly support extending
unemploymenbenefitsfor peoplewho havebeenout of work for long periodsof time,
comparedwith fewer than 40 percentof white youth. Black and Latino youth also
supportgovernmenfundededucationand job training programsfor the unemployedat
higherlevelsthanwhite youth. We seesimilar patternsin ratesof supportfor a federal
jobs creationbill: Black youthandLatino youth supporta jobs bill thatwould createone
million newjobsat higherratesthanwhite youth.
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Table 3.1: Support for Employment Policiesamong18to 29 Year Olds

Proposal Blacks Whites Latinos
(%) (%) (%)
Increasdhefederalminimumwage 80.5 61.2 75.9

to $10.10perhour.

Extendfederalunemployment 69.6 38.6 56.8
benefitsfor peoplewho havebeen
outof work for along time.

Increasegovernmenspendingor 84.5 70.5 81.5
educatiorandjob training
programdor theunemployed.

A federaljobscreationbill that 88.7 73.4 82.4
would createonemillion newjobs.

SourceBlack Youth ProjectSurvey,June2014.
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REDUCING GUN VIOLENCE

Overthe last severalyears,policymakershavediscussead variety of proposalsaimedat
reducinggun violence.In examiningthe views of young peopletowardgun control, we
find severalimportant differencesacrossracial groups. Table 3.2 displaysthesedata.
Young peopleof color aresubstantiallynore supportiveof restrictionson gunownership
thanwhite youth, with Black millennialsgenerallyproviding the highestratesof support.
About two-thirds of Black and Latino youth supporta ban on semtautonatic weapons,
comparedvith a baremajority of white youth. Furthermorewhile 70 percentor more of
both Black and Latino youth supporta ban on high-capacitymagazinespnly 52.2% of
white youth agree.We also find that white youth are considerablyless supportive of
increasingthe numberof police and armedguardsin public places(64.7%)than either
Black (76.3%) or Latino youth (75.0%). While activists rail againstthe increasing
militarization of our schools.especiallyin urbanareasyoungBlacksand Latinossupport
suchmeasure$o helpensurestudentésafety.

We find smallerdifferencesacrossgroupsfor severalotherproposalsFor instancelarge
majoritiesof Black, white and Latino youth supportcriminal backgroundchecksfor gun
salesaswell asimproving mentalhealthservicedo address root causeof gunviolence.
Young peopleof all groupsalso overwhelminglysupportedmore punitive measuregor
peopleconvictedof violating gunlaws.

Table 3.2: Support for Gun Control Measuresamong18to 29 Year Olds

Proposal Blacks  Whites Latinos
(%) (%) (%)

Nationwidebanon semtautomatioveapons  67.6 50.8 65.2
More police/armedyuardsin public places 76.3 64.7 75.0
like schoolsandmalls

Criminal backgrouncthecksfor all gunsales  89.6 89.0 88.8
Bettermentalhealthscreeningandtreatment  88.7 91.1 92.8
Nationwidebanon high-capacitymagazines 74.4 52.2 70.0
Stiffer penaltiedor gunlaw convictions 86.1 89.4 86.8

SourceBlack Youth ProjectSurvey,April/May 2013.
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Young peopleexhibit substantialdisagreementhowever,abouttheir priorities for new
gun policies. As Table 3.3 below shows,large majoritiesof young Blacks and Latinos
reportedthatit is moreimportantto control gun ownershipthanto protectthe rights of
gunowners.More thanhalf of white youth,in contrastreportedthat protectingtherights

Xii

of gunownersis moreimportant.

Table 3.3: Opinion on Gun Rights vs. Gun Control among18to 29 Year Olds

Priority Blacks Whites Latinos
(%) (%) (%)
More importantto protectrightsof gun 23.8 57.2 304
owners
More importantto controlgunownership 76.2 42.8 69.6

SourceBlack Youth ProjectSurvey,April/May 2013.

As the dataindicate, young people are strongly supportiveof initiatives designedto
reduce gun violence, and the supportis highestamong Blacks and Latinos. Young
peopl® and especiallyyoung peopleof colord havea powerful perspectiveto add to
this important conversation.Their voices indicate a willingnessto try a broadbased
approachdesignedto reduce gun violence, including tough new restrictionson gun
ownership.Theirfuturesdependon our successn doingso.
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HEALTH CARE & THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

Table 3.4 shows young peoplés evaluationsof the Affordable Care Act. We find
significant racial differences.Black youth exhibit the highestlevel of approvalof the
ACA. More than 81.8% of Black youth approved of the ACA, comparedwith 51.9%
of Latino youth and 34.0% of white youth. Theindividual mandatepr therequirement
thateverypersonpurchaseénhealthcarecoverageor paya fine insteadjs considerablyess
popularamongyoung people,yet the racial differencespersist.Black and Latino youth
wereconsiderablymore supportiwe of the individual mandatehanwhite youth. We note
thatBlack andLatino youthwereconsiderablymoresupportiveof theindividual mandate
andwerethe groupsmostlikely to be affectedby it. Moreover,it is alsointerestingthat
Latino youth were condderably lesssupportive of the ACA in generalcomparedto
Black youth, even though fewer Latino youth had health insurance coverage
comparedto Black youth.

As the bottom row of Table 3.4 indicates,young people of color reportedobtaining
coverageunderthe ACA at morethantwice the rate of white youth. Severalmonthsinto
the initial enrollmentperiod of the ACA (October2013to April 2014),9.5% of Black
youth and 7.7% of Latino youth reportedsigning up for coverageunder the ACA,

comparedwith 3.5% of white youth. Basedon 2012 populationestimatedrom the U.S.
CensusBureau,thesefigures would suggestthat more than 2.5 million young people
signedup for health coverageunderthe provisionsof the Affordable Care Act shortly
afterits implementatbon. Thesenumbersare generallyconsistentwvith thoseprovidedby
the Departmentof Health and Human Services,which found that about 2.25 million

young people signed up for health coveragethrough the exchangein the initial

enrolimentperiod and another2.6 million young people(ages19-26) were eligible to
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remainon their parent$healthinsuranceplan:
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Table 3.4: Young Peopleand the Affordable Care Act

Black White Latino
(% yes) (% yes) (% yes)

Approveof the Affordable Care 81.8 34.0 51.9
Act.

Supporttheindividual mandate. 41.4 9.4 33.4
| havesignedup for coverage 9.5 3.7 7.7

underthe Affordable CareAct.

SourceBlack Youth ProjectSurvey,January2014.

Table 3.5 below showsyoung peoplés evaluationsof the likely impactof the ACA. We
again see significant differencesby race. While about two-thirds of Black youth
believethe ACA will improve the quality of their own health insurance coverage,
less than half of Latino youth and fewer than a quarter of white youth agree.
Interestingly,while manyyoungpeoplemaynot believethe ACA will improvetheirown
healthcarecoveragelargerpercentages especiallyof Black andLatino youngpeopl&
believethat the ACA will improve healthcarecovaagein the country more generally.
Thus, not only do young peopleof color, and Black youth in particular,havethe most
dire needfor improvemento our healthcaresystemputtheyarealsomorelikely to take
advantageof the opportunityto receivecoveragethey did not alreadyhave,and more
likely to believethatit will improvethe quality of coveragdor themselvesandthe nation
asawhole.

Table 3.5: Beliefsabout the Effects of the Affordable Care Act

Black White Latino
(% agree) (% agree) (% agree)

The ACA will improvethe 62.4 23.8 43.6
guality of my healthcare

coverage.

The ACA will improvethe 66.9 355 52.2

quality of healthcarecoverage
in this country.

SourceBlack Youth ProjectSurvey,January2014.
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IMMIGRATION REFORM

Thoughimmigration reform hasbeenone of the hottestpolitical issuesfor much of the
last decade,there has beenlittle consensusabout how bestto addressit. Recently,
presidentialcandidateDonald Trump hasignited controversyby making his views on
deportationand the criminalization of undocumentedmmigrants a major part of his
campaignFromthe DREAM Act to the Kids Act, youngpeoplehavebeenat the center
of discussionsabout immigration reform. We surveyeda national sample of young
peoplein May 2013 to examinetheir views aboutimmigration and the possibility of
reform.

We find that Latino youth demonstratethe greatestsupport for comprehensive
approacheso reformingthe currentimmigrationsystemwhile white youth tendto favor
morepunitive andlaw-andorderapproached-orinstanceasTable3.6 shows Black and
Latino youth supporta pathto citizenshipat higher ratesthan white youth. Black and
Latino youth are also more supportive than white youth of granting citizenship to
undocumated immigrantswho were broughtto the U.S. as children. Black and Latino
youth also expressgreater support than white youth for extending citizenship to
undocumentedmmigrantswho servein the U.S. military andalsosupportthe expansion
of guestworker programsat higherratesthan white youth. However,Black supportof
thesemeasuresywhile higherthanamongwhite youth, wasnoticeablylower thanamong
Latinos.

At the sametime, we find greatersupportamongwhite youth for someof the more
punitive approacheso immigration reform. We alsofind that Black youth are morein
step with white youth than with Latino youth on theseissues.For instance,large
majorities of Black youth supportrequiring businesseso verify the legal statusof new
employeescomparedwith just two-thirds of Latino youth. White and Black youth also
supportincreasingbordersecurityat higher ratesthan Latino youth. Furthermorewhite
andBlack youth supportthe deportationof undocumentedmmigrantscurrentlyliving in
theU.S.illegally atabouttwice therateof Latino youth.
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Table 3.6: Support for Immigration Measuresamong18to 29 Year Olds

Proposal Blacks Whites Latinos
(%) (%) (%)

Requireemployerdo verify thatall newhiresare 80.9 88.0 64.2
living in theU.S.legally.
Creatinga pathto citizenshipin which law-abiding 77.5 67.1 89.4
immigrantscurrentlyliving in this countryillegally are
allowedto eventuallyapplyfor citizenship.
Increasegovernmenspendingon securitymeasures 64.5 67.2 57.3
andenforcemenat U.S.borders.
Allow undocumentedmmigrantsbroughtto theU.S. 69.1 53.3 86.8
aschildrento gaincitizenshipwhentheyreceivea
degredrom aU.S. collegeor university.
Grantcitizenshipto undocumentednmigrantswho 73.7 64.5 85.8
servein theU.S. military.
Expandguestworkerprogramshatwould give a 62.2 59.9 87.9
temporaryvisato noncitizenswho wantto work
legally in the United States.
|dentify anddeportall immigrantscurrentlyliving in 52.0 58.7 27.1

this countryillegally.

SourceBlack Youth ProjectSurvey,April/May 2013.

As Figure 3.1 shows,nearly sixty percentof both Black and white youth believe that
immigrantstakeawayjobs, housing,andhealthcarefrom peoplebornin the U.S.Only a
third of Latino youth sharedthis view. Justas white youth supportedmore punitive
measuresto fix Ame r i im@igraion system, white youth also overwhelmingly
opposedextendirg governmenbenefits(including welfare, Medicaid, and food stamps)
to immigrantsbeforethey becomecitizens,while largerpercentagesf Black andLatino

youthsupportedheidea.
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Figure 3.1: Immigration and Beliefsabout Jobs,Health Care, and Government
Services
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Immigrants should be eligible
Immigrants take jobs, housing, and for government services like Medicaid,
healthcare away from people born in the U.S. Food Stamps, and welfare

SourceBlack Youth ProjectSurvey,April/May 2013.

Figure 3.2 showshow young peoplethink aboutthe effect of immigrantson American
society and culture. Nearly threequartersof Latino youth believe that immigrantsare
changingthe Americanway of life for the better,while Black andwhite youth are much
less sanguineabout this positive impact. Though Black youth are somewhatmore
positive than white youth aboutthe contributionsof immigrants,the datanevertheless
indicatetha Black youth haveskepticssm aboutthe placeof immigrantsin society.Many
observershave raisedthe possibility of fiBlack-Browno coalitions betweenBlack and
Latino youth, Black attitudestoward immigrantssuggesthat much morework need to
bedoneon this front.

Immigrationalsoraisesquestionsaboutthe establishedacial orderin the United States.
We askedyoung peopleto comparethe waysimmigrantsare treatedto the ways Black
peoplebornin this countryaretreated.The resultsareagainpolatized by racialgroup.A

significant majority of Black youth respondedhat mostimmigrantsare treatedbetter
than most Black peopleborn in this country. In contrast,lessthan a quarterof Latino
youth and about 40 percentof white youth replied that they believe immigrants are
treatedbetter.
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Figure 3.2: Youth Beliefsabout the Cultural Impact of Immigratio n
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The government treats most immigrants
Immigrants are changing American better than it treats most Black people
way of life for the better born in this country

SourceBlack Youth ProjectSurvey,April/May 2013.

Onthewhole,youngpeopl® particularlyyoungpeopleof colord arequitesupportiveof

immigration reform. Clear majorities supporta variety of proposalsthat have figured

prominentlyin recentdisaussionsin Washington.A closerlook at the data, however,
suggeststhat young peoplés beliefs about immigration are more complicated. Our

findings point to a deepskepticismamongyoungwhites and Blacks aboutthe effect of

immigrationon the economyandthe natiorts culture.Moreover,thoughour datasuggest
that many young Blacks and whites view immigrantsas fioutsider® and fiforeigners

manyyoungpeoplé® especiallyyoungBlack adult® alsobelievethat Americas native

bornBlacksaretreatedassecondclasscitizensrelativeto immigrants.Thesedatamaybe

importantfactorsto considerwhen evaluatingyoung peoplds supportfor immigration

reformpoliciesandwhendiscussinghe possibility of Black-Brown coalition-building.
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SECURING LGBT EQUALITY

Many have noted the incredible diversity of the millennial generation.One key
characteristichas beenthe number of vocal and visible millennials who identify as
lesbian,gay, bisexual transgenderandgendemonconforming.In this sectionwe report
on millennial® opinionstoward LGBT politics using a nationally representativesurvey
we conductedduring June2014,a year beforethe SupremeCourits decisionto legalize
samesexmarriagenationwidein Obergefeliv. Hodgeswasissuedn June2015.

Young peoplein all racial groupsreportedstrongsupportfor samesex marriage,asthe
top row of Table3.7 shows.Young peopleexpressomeskepticismhowever thatsame
sex marriageshouldhavebeenthe top priority for LGBT organizationsA majority of
all young people agree that the push for samesex marriage took too much focus
away from other important LGBT issues.Black (80.2%) and Latino (74.9%) youth
reportedthe strongesbeliefsthatanagenddocusedon samesexmarriagetook awaytoo
muchattentionfrom otherimportantLGBT concerns.

Table 3.7: Marriage Equality and the LGBT Agenda

Black White Latino
(% agree) (% agree) (% agree)

Allow samesexcouplesto marrylegally. 65.6 69.0 68.8

The pushfor samesexmarriagehastaken 80.2 64.0 74.9
too muchfocusawayfrom otherissues
importantto LGBT people.

SourceBlack Youth ProjectSurvey,June2014.

We also find that young people have mixed opinionstoward LGBT organizationsas
Table 3.8 showsbelow. We askedyoungpeoplewhethertheybelievemainstreanLGBT
organizationarepromotingissueghatareimportantto LGBT personsn communitiesof
color. More than half of Black youth believethat LGBT issuesin communitiesof color
differ from theissueghatare promotedby mainstreanLGBT organizationsWhile most
white and Latino youth believe that all LGBT individuals benefit when mainstream
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LGBT organizationdight for their basicrights, theytoo seemto believethat mainstream
LGBT organizationslo not advanceherights of LGBT peopleof color aseffectivelyas

they could. These results suggestthat many young people, especially Black youth,

perceve a disconnecbetweerthe prioritiestheyidentify for advancing.GBT rightsand

theprioritiesexpressedby mainstreanorganizations

Table 3.8: Evaluations of Mainstream LGBT Organizations

Black White Latino
(% agree) (% agree) (% agree)

All LGBT individualsbenefitwhen 42.0 57.3 54.1
mainstreanLGBT organizationgight for
their basicrights.

TheissuesconfrontingLGBT individualsin 58.0 42.7 45.9
communitieof color arevery differentthat

theissueseingpromotedoy mainstream

LGBT organizations.

SourceBlack Youth ProjectSurvey,June2014.

What Young People Want from the LGBT Movement

As Table 3.9 shows,young peoplereportedvarying levels of supportfor LGBT-related
policies. For instance we find that large majoritiesof youngpeopleof all racessupport
policies that guaranteeequal employmentrights for LGBT persons.Even higher
percentage®f young peoplesupportincreasedefforts to preventand treat individuals
with HIV/AIDS. As we highlighted earlier in this report, HIV/AIDS infection rates
remainextremelyhigh amongsomegroupsof youngpeople.Young peoplealsosupport
adoptionrights for LGBT individuals at aboutthe samelevelsasthey supportsamesex
marriage.

We find similar levels of agreemenin young peopl&s opinions toward other policies,
with Black and Latino youth generallyproviding slightly more support.For instance,
threefourths or more of Black and Latino youth favor increasing support for
organizationghat provide servicesto LGBT youth and also support sensitivity training
for police aroundtransgendeissuesTheir supportwasat slightly higherratesthanwhite
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youth. Young peopleof color are somewhaimore supportiveof efforts to requirehealth
insurersto providecoveragdor transgendehealthissueshanwhite youth.

Table 3.9: Youth Support for LGBT Policies

Black White Latino
(% support) (% support) (% support)

Allow gaysandlesbiango legally 63.7 68.9 65.4
adoptchildren.

Equalemploymentightsfor lesbian, 84.6 83.6 81.5
gay, bisexualandtransgender

individuals.

More effortsaimedat prevention 86.3 85.9 84.7

andtreatmenpf HIV andAIDS.

Sensitivitytraining of policearound 77.8 66.2 73.2
theissuesof transgendeindividuals.

Supportfor organizationghat 77.8 70.5 76.6
provideservicedo LGBT youth.

Coverageof transgendehealth 64.5 56.3 65.8
issuedhy healthinsurance.

SourceBlack Youth ProjectSurvey,June2014.

Youngpeoplealsoseethefight for LGBT equalityvery differently, asTable3.10shows.
More thana third of Black youth identified HIV/AIDS preventionand treatmentasthe

single most importantissuefor LGBT organizationsto addressfollowed by violence
againstLGBT individualsandequalemploymentights. In contrastwhite youth believe
that samesex marriageis the mostimportantissuefor LGBT organizationgo address,
followed by violenceagainstLGBTSs, bullying, and HIV/AIDS. Latino youth, however,
say that bullying is the mostimportantissuefor organizationgo addressfollowed by

HIV/AIDS, violenceagainstLGBTSs, equalemploymentprotections poverty and same

sexmarriage.
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Table 3.10: Most Important IssuePriority for LGBT Organizations

Issue Black White Latino
(%) (%) (%)
HIV/AIDS 35.0 15.6 17.8
Violenceagainst.GBTs 17.0 18.0 13.3
Equalemploymentights 13.1 16.1 13.2
Bullying 11.1 15.7 20.1
Samesexmarriage 10.6 21.3 12.0
Poverty 7.3 5.3 12.7
Decriminalizationof LGBT 3.5 3.8 6.5
youth
Servicedor homelesgouth 1.4 2.1 2.3
Legaladoption 1.0 2.1 2.1

SourceBlack Youth ProjectSurvey,June2014.

ForthelastdecademanyLGBT organizationdiaveworkedtirelesslyto expandmarriage
rights to samesex couples. During this same time period, the public has become
considerablymore acceptingof samesex marriage.And over the last severalyears,
LGBT communitiesaroundthe country havewitnesseda string of victoriesin securing
theright to marry.

Young peoplegrant strongsupportto samesex marriage,but young peopleof color in

particular also identified seveal other policies as even greaterpriorities. Our findings
indicate that young people of color are skeptical about whether mainstreamLGBT

organizationsaadvocatepoliciesthat areimportantfor LGBT individualsin communities
of color.

We hopethat our findings will be of useto organizationghat serveyoung people,and
especially young people of color, whose priorities may not always be reflected by
mainstreamLGBT organizations.Thesedata also provide some guidanceabout how
LGBT organizationgnay branchout beyondsamesex marriagein advocatingon behalf
of LGBT youth.
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Conclusion

Writing in The WashingtonPostin the wake of the Michael Brown shootingin August
2014, Columbia University professorFrederick Harris asked: iiwill Fergusonbe a
movementor a moment®*’ Soon thereafter,observingthe widespreadprotestsand
activismaroundthe country, led largely by young Black adults,the headlineof a story
publishedby The Nation answeredHarrisd questionanddeclaredthat fiBlack Millennials
Are Emergingasthe éMovementGeneratiord 6V But thoughcommentatorspoliticians,
activists,and community organizationdrequentlypoint to the importanceof the Black
millennial generationjJessattentionhasbeengiven to documentinghe experiencesand
attitudesthatmakethis generatiortick anddistinguishit from others.

Baseduponthe missionof the Black Youth Project,this reportaimsto help amplify the
voices of Black millennials to reach policymakers, community groups, political
organizationsjournalists,and the wider public. We believethe datathat documentthe
unique challengesand opportunitiesfaced by Black millennialsin areasincluding jobs
and employment,education,health care, guns and violence and the criminal justice
systemshoutl be usedto inform public policy discussionsacrossthesevariousissue
areas.The original surveydatawe have presentechere aboutyoung peopldés political
participationand policy attitudescan be useful for political campaignsand community
organizatbnswho seekto mobilize youngpeoplearoundpressingoolitical issues.

Finally, the data containedin this report highlight the diversity of experiencesand
opinionsamongthe millennial generationThesedifferencesexist not only acrossracial
groupsbutarealsofoundamongacrosssexor genderandagegroups.But justasthereis
no monolithic millennial generation,there also is no monolithic Black millennial
generationWe hopethat the findings in our reportwill help contributeto an ongoing
cornversationabouthow to bestaddresshe pressingchallengeghat confronta diverse
nation.
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Notes

! RichardFry, PewResearclCenter fiThis year,Millennials will overtakeBaby
Boomers, Januaryl6, 2015;availableat http://www.pewresearch.org/fact
tank/2015/01/16/thiyearmillennialswill -overtakebabyboomers/

2 pewResearcltCenter fiMillennials in Adulthood, March7, 2014;availableat
http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/files/2014/03/260307 generatiorseportversion
for-web.pdf

! RichardFry, PewResearclCenterfiThis year,Millennials will overtakeBaby
Boomer®, Januaryl6,2015;availableat http://www.pewresearch.org/fact
tark/2015/01/16/thisyearmillennialswill -overtakebabyboomers/

2 PewResearciCenter fiMillennialsin Adulthood®, March7, 2014;availableat
http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/files/2014/03/200&07 generationseportversion

for-web.pdf

" TableA13, iEmploymentstatusof thecivilian nonrinstitutionalpopulationby age,sex,
andraceg LaborForceStatisticsfrom the CurrentPopulationSurvey;availableat
http://www.bls.gov/web/empsit/cpseeal3.Hamcesseduly 15,2015).

Y AmericanPsychologicaAssociation PresidentiallaskForceon Educational
Disparities.2012 Ethnicand Racial Disparitiesin Education:Psychologgs
Contributionsto Understandingand ReducingDisparities.Retrievedfrom
http://www.apa.org/ed/resources/raaiidparities.aspx

" SeeRichardFry, iiU.S. high schooldropoutratereachesecordlow, drivenby
improvementamongHispanics blacksp availableat http://www.pewresearch.org/fact
tank/2014/10/02As-high-schootdropoutratereachegecordlow-drivenby-
improvementsaamonghispanicsblacks/(accesse&eptembeB0, 2015).

"' SeefiBlack Lives Matter: The Schott50 StateReporton Public EducationandBlack
Malesp availableat www.blackboysreport.org/201Black-boysreport.pdf(accessed
SeptembeB0, 2015).

"' We notethatsomeexpertshavebeenskepticalaboutthe useof obesityratesas

importanthealthmarkerssee.e.g.,J. Eric Oliver, Fat Politics: TheRealStoryBehind
America'sObesityEpidemic(2005),New York: Oxford University Press.

"' See, for instanceresearchby SeanJoeandhis colleaguesincluding Joe,S.,Baser R.,
BreedenG., NeighborsH., & Jackson,).(2006).Prevalencef andRisk Factorsfor
Lifetime SuicideAttemptsAmongBlacksin the United StatesJournal of the Amerian
Medical Association296(17),21122123.
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x Seehttp://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/youthviolence/stats _at
a_glance/hr_trends_race.html

X Seee.g, DanBalz, iHow the Obamacampaigrnwon theracefor voterdatag
WashingtorPost July 28, 2013,availableat http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/
how-the-obamacampaigrwonthe-racefor-voterdatd2013/07/28/ad32c7bdedelle2
alf9-ea873b7e0424 story.htif@iccesse@eptembeBO, 2015).

X Seehttp://ypp.dmicentral.net/

X' Overall,thesefiguresarequite consistentvith thosereportedoy the PewResearch
Certerfor the Peopleandthe Pressvhenthe samequestionis askedof thegeneral
public. Seee.qg.,http://www.peoplepress.org/2013/05/23/guightsvs-gun
control/#otal

X' Seehttp://obamacarefacts.com/sigps/obamacarenrollmentnumbers/

XV http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/wittrgusorbe-amomentor-a-
movement/2014/08/22/071d4a28a811e48593da634b334390 story.html
* http://www.thenation.com/article/blagkillenialsemergingmovemenigeneration/
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